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Never in ny 46 years of living did | ever dreamit possible to find nmy famly in
a Warsaw- Pact nation, |live anobngst its citizens, debate the pros and cons of
Communismwith a Party menmber, ask probing questions or snap photos of Nucl ear
facilities. Al without the fear of arrest or retribution. And wthout any red
tape or countless restrictions. | landed, nmet my relatives, went through
custons with but a nonmentary glance at our papers and we were free as birds in
Sl ovaki a.

The journey was nuch nmore than | ever inmagined it could be. | was i mersed for
two weeks into the Rusyn culture. | slept where they slept, ate what they ate,
visited their famlies, sat at the kitchen table for hours discussing everything
fromthe Nazi Hol ocaust to Russian children's cartoons. Most of the people we
met had never nmet an Anmerican before. | found nyself not only representing ny
famly, but acting as an American anbassador as well. W all have

m sconceptions of each other and this journey allowed the intellectual walls to
cone tunbling down.

For nmost, this journey would be a trip of alifetime. |It's like being the

reci pient of a "Make a W sh" Foundation award. N neteen years ago, | stood in
Austria and gazed across to Czechoslovakia and said to nyself, "So cl ose, yet so
far away."

So here | am back in the United States, pinching nyself, recalling that I
really was there. |It's the purpose of this narrative to help ny famly, others
seeking their famlies and those who desire to know just what has changed and
what has remained the same in a former Communi st-block nation. | have taken
several hundred photographs which illustrate this journey in nuch detail. |

pl an to have the best of these photographs available for public display on a web
site shortly.

Thi s docunent is interspersed with ny commentary, perspective and biases. |
hope that it will be npst useful to those Americans who have little or no
current know edge of this area. The objective here is to take nothing for
granted; | will present both high-level and nitty-gritty day-to-day observations
of life in these lands. | hope you will enjoy reading this as much as | have
enj oyed experiencing it.

I ntroduction

I have conme full circle. | have returned to the land ny grandparents left, to
whi ch they never returned. | will attenpt to relate to you the places, peoples,
events, cultures, organizations and politics of a land amazingly simlar to what
my grandparents left behind 97 years ago. M eyes view the journey as an
American, who returns to find what he has |ost and at | east bring a piece of it
back, to share with those who will listen. It is an indescribable story I wll
attenpt to descri be.

Thi s whol e adventure was pronpted in |arge part by the death of ny father

M chael Tarkulich, in July of 1989. After his death, | was left w th nagging
guestions about where his parents came from what was their ethnicity, what was
their history? The lack of information was the result of two mgjor issues.
Firstly, ny father was disinterested in fanmly history and he made that fact

pl ai nl y known. Before his death, | spent all of about 30 minutes asking him
what he knew about where his parents came from and what he knew about the "old
country."

[This trip was marked with one rather sad and tragi c event about six weeks prior
to our trip, the death of Mchal Tarkulic' of Zboj. Mchal was ny father's
first cousin: sane name, nearly the same age, but an entirely different life.
His health was failing, we all knew that, and this was the primary reason
accelerated date of the trip. Needless to say we were all quite saddened and

di sappoi nt ed. ]

Secondly, my grandparents spoke very little about the old country. After ny
father's death, | began to inquire of my two remaining Aunts, Julia and Suzanne.



They recalled small bits and pieces - nothing witten, just words which they

couldn't even spell, "Zboya," "Glicia," "Novo Seliczia," "Zenplinska Zupa, "we
were froma small nmountain village in the Karpatia." No one knew when t hey
arrived or whomthey lived wth. So with this information, ny quest began.

Ceneal ogi cal Research

The following is a brief outline of the research steps which finally led to the
di scovery of our wonderful Tarkulic' relatives in Slovakia. At a later tine |
wi |l expand this section.

Searching for a location

Seeki ng records - Social Security, INS

I nt ernet Di scussion Groups

Arrival of Phone books

The "Blind Letter"

Two replies and one e-mail address

Correspondence and conti nued research

Ellis Island Records

. Trip Preparations

Trave

On 20 July 2001, my sister Lucy and | boarded a plane destined for Vienna. 10
hours later, after a brief |layover in London, we arrived in Vienna. Janette,
her husband Dani el Adanti k and Ladka Tarkulic'ova' nmet us at the airport in our
rental autonobile, a Czech-made Skoda.

We drove to Bratislava, with an uneventful border crossing fromAustria into
Slovakia. Not the "Iron Curtain" | recalled. We stayed in Janette and
Daniel's flat on Krizna Street, about a 10-minute walk fromthe old center
Janette works at the Mnistry of Finance, negotiating trade treaties with
governnments, primarily fornmer eastern-block countries. Daniel is enployed as a
chenmi st at a conmpany that is devel oping anti-cancer drugs. Ladka (her given
name is 'Ladislava', naned after her father, after three girls, enough is
enough, | can relate!) is a Conenius University student.

We spent the first two days touring Bratislava and recuperating fromjet |ag,
visiting the dd Town, Hrad, Slavin nonument then noving further out to Devin
and ot her castles beyond.

On the third day, we hopped back into the Skoda and began our journey eastward,
to my grandparent's villages, what | had hoped would be the climax of the trip
It poured rain the entire first week, but at least it was tenperate. W drove
on the entire expressway/freeway infrastructure in Slovakia, a highway of about
50kmin length. Sonmeday, when it stretches across the country changes will cone
nmore rapidly to this | and.

We travel ed through many villages, only briefly stopping in Banska Bystrica to
visit the SNP nenorial, viewed the H gh Tatras, stopped to visit famly in the
Low Tatras, through Presov and Humenne and finally to our honme for the next
seven days in Uic', in the easternnost reaches of Slovakia, only 2 KMfromthe
Ukrai ne border. It was fromUic' that we based many of our day trips to
Humenne (nore famly), Dukla, the ancestral villages of Zboj and Nova Sedlica,
other villages and al so a challenging hike in the Carpathians.

As | had suspected and hoped, the Tarkulic' fam |y began to appear everywhere.
It was fun, exciting (for everyone) and exhausting.

After a difficult "goodbye" to our family in Uic' and Zboj, we went to Kosice
to visit nore famly and tour the town. We finally departed and took the
southerly route back to Bratislava, experiencing the Hungarian (Magyar)

i nfl uence on Sl ovaki a.

The blue lines on the followi ng maps generally illustrate the paths of our trip

N~ WNE

Map 1: Western Slovakia



Map 2: Eastern Slovakia

General Information
Young Versus O d
Sl ovaki a today presents a dichotonmy of two worlds, the young, and the not so

young.

The Young

The young are nmany things: Educated, notivated, nmoving to the cities for work
prospects. Interested in many things external to their own country and cul ture.

The young see the English | anguage and Western econony as the key to their
success. Most young are in the process of learning English, either formally or
informal |y, but nost do not have much opportunity to utilize it. Most of these
peopl e are under 35 and did not cone of age during the comrunist regine. As a
result, they are nore willing to step out, speak their opinion, take changes,
ask questions and mgrate to areas that in other tines nm ght have been
considered risky. They take chances in selecting careers.

We saw many young faces in Bratislava. This is a very good baronmeter of the
future. There is growh and rejuvenation. They are being exposed to many nore
i deas, peoples and cul tures.

VWil e the young have great potential, they also are faced with serious barriers
to success: Education, Enpl oynent and Housi ng.

The Not - So- Young

Adul ts who canme of ages before 1989 had a significantly different perspective on
all of this. They tend to keep nore to thenselves and have a rmuch nore limted
view of the world. Sonme of this can be attributed to just "getting set in one's

ways," but we al so nust give significant credit to Stalinist propaganda with
regard to the west (the evil "capitalist" inperialistic enpire as we were
cal l ed).

Until 1989, the Slovaks, Czechs and Rusyns were al ways doni nated and controll ed
by a distant enpire - Austrians from about 1200 to the nid 1800's, Hungari ans
(Magyars) in the 1800's, Nazis and finally Comruni sts. They had a small bout of
"freedom' from 1940 to 1943 as a Nazi puppet regime, but I wouldn't call it

i ndependence. Helena Tarkulic', an 80-year |ifelong resident of Zboj, put it
this way, "we just carried on, not involving ourselves with the politics of the
times. We were poor. W were too concerned with eating and having shelter to
worry about probl ens any bigger than that." |ndeed, throughout tinme this region
was al ways a pawn in soneone el se's struggle.

THE THREE DEADLY SI NS

Educati on, enpl oynent and housi ng opportunities for all Slovak nationals remain
troubl ed and are the |lynchpins of future growh. Although this subject seens
abstract, left better for macro-econonists to discuss, it is relevant to this
di scussion and inpacts their lives on a daily basis.

Educat i on

The university systemis underpowered and al though a couple of top-tier

uni versities do exist (mainly Conenius and the technical university, both in
Bratislava), second-tier schools are very insufficient to handle demand, with

many qualified applicants. Entrance exanms are still required, but the state
continues to pay for tuition. Bribery of University Professors is considered
de-ri gueur. The students nust pay for their own housi ng expense, an expensive

burden, especially since nost Universities are located in cities, where costs
are generally nore expensive.

Enmpl oynment

Secondly, the enpl oynent situation is experiencing radical changes in its nove
froma socialist to a free-market econony. Job |osses are precipitously
nmounting, as Conmuni st-era factories fail to conpete in a free-nmarket economy.
Their factories and businesses are endenmically mediocre (a direct result of



enpl oynment -for-all Communi st phil osophy) and produce goods that have little or
no demand in the worl dwi de econony (These products were al ways purchased by

Sovi et-bloc countries in the past, with or without need). The nationa

unenpl oynment rate is now above 12% and in sone regions, particularly the east,
it exceeds 20-30% Clearly, this is in sharp contrast to the pre-1989 sociali st
construct of full enploynment for all.

Housi ng

During the Conmuni st regime, property was collectivized, |eaving property owners
with little nore than their houses and a small plot of land on which to garden
Under Stalinism the government (they use the term'State") becane responsible
for creating housing for the growi ng popul ation. The State undertook and
enornous programin the 1960's and '70's of building "apartnents,” |arge cinder-
bl ock buildings in villages, towns and cities to address this need. By western
standards, we would refer to these units as "the projects.” Having stayed in
three (village and city) and visited five, | can attest that they are very
simlar to Anmerican "public housing," replete with the problenms such units

of fered. Even under Communi sm the demand far exceeded avail abl e housi ng stock
forcing its citizens to "bul k-up" with a very |large nunber of inhabitants
(again, by western standards). In nost cases the |ucky young who do acquire
their own residence al nost exclusively by inheritance.

Since 1989, there is nearly no new housing stock under construction in Slovakia.
Lack of housing is a major inhibitor for the econonmy. The young cannot nove to
the cities to take on the new, nore advanced work that pays so nmuch better than

wages in the country. Those conpani es that are expandi ng (even for unskilled
| abor), generally are located in or near large cities too. Living in cities hy
definition, require higher wages. Agai n, |ack of housing prevents these

busi nesses from grow ng.

WAges, Purchasing Power and the General Econonic Condition

WAGES

Wages are quite low, conpared to western standards. They are only 12 years out
of socialism and their wages in many cases are still set to the socialist
econony, where may things were provided w thout cost, especially healthcare,
utilities, spa vacations and so on. In the nost rural of areas, factory wages
may be as little as $100 per nonth. The average national wage is presently $200
per month. |In private sector professional jobs in urban areas, wages of $400

per nmonth are common (but extrenely rare).

PURCHASI NG POVER

For Anericans traveling to Slovakia, the dollar is extremely strong. Lunch for
five was US$12. Local overni ght accommpdati ons can be had for US$6. Western
goods and services (Avis auto rentals, Hilton hotels, Coca-cola) are at western
prices and are ill afforded by the locals. Consider a 2-week car rental; From
Avis in Bratislava, it was US$900. From a |ocal Slovak-owned agency in
Bratislava, the same Skoda Octavia autonobile, with better terns (unlimted

m | eage, inter-country travel) is US$300. SK - Slovak Crown

Here are some other everyday netrics:

1. Postcard- SK 8, US$ 0.16 (similar in US for $0.25 to $0.50)

2. T-shirt - SK199, US$4.00 (Simlar in US for $8.00)

3. New Aut onobile, Skoda Felicia - US $7, 000

4. Topographi cal Map, - SK 89, - US$1.80 (similar in US for $10)

5. Slovak-English Dictionary, 17,000 words SK 220, US $4. 40

6. Designer dress, SK 5,000, US $100 (sane dress in US would be $350)

7. ltalian Briefcase, SK 8,000, US $160 (in US, equivalent would sell for $600)

purchased in an exclusive store in Bratislava.
8. Skanzen (open-air museum) entrance fee: SK 80, US $1.60 (in US, simlar
adm ssion would be US$5 to $8.



9. 35 mmroll of Fuji film 36 exposures, ASA 200, includes double print 1-hour
processing, TESCO store, SK 169, US$3.40. (In US, simlar product and service
woul d be about US$10).

10. Rusyn Music Tapes, 102 to 220 SK, US$ 2.04 to $4.40. Simlar in US. for
$8. 00.

11. Petrol (gasoline), 30.7SK/Litre, US$0.62/litre, US$2.48/gallon (US
conpar abl e woul d be $1.60/gallon. See, there is sonething nore expensive!)

12. Fancy Kosice Cathedral picture book SK450, US$9.00. Wuld cost US$ 30 to
$40 in the U S

13. Modra vase, approx 6 inches tall, (traditional hand pai nted Slovak, purchase
in Bratislava), SK 279, US$5.60. Sells in United States inmport store for
US$23. 00

EMPLOYMENT and | NDUSTRI AL BASE

Unenpl oynment | evels in Slovakia are extrenely high, approaching 20-30% in sone
rural regions. The national average is about 12% Wth the dissolution of the
Czechosl ovak governnment in 1992, the newly fornmed Czech Republic ended up with
nost of the econonmic strength in established industries and the political power
center in Prague.

Slovakia, on the flip side was left with | ands of geographic beauty and

unspoi l ed nature, but little el se. The only econonic base of significance is
is the second-largest city of Kosice, located in South Central Slovakia. A
former conmuni st steel mll, purchased in the year 2000 fromthe state-owned VSZ

by the American concern, US Steel, has invigorated the city. The conplex is
dirty and ugly and | ocated about 10 KM outsi de of Kosice center. See
http://ww. uss-kosice.sk/ See also http://ww. sl ovensko.conm i nvestor/us. htm
Wth this tax base, the mayor enbarked upon a major housecl eaning of the old
city center, arguing that a clean city is an attractive city. |In our visit to
Kosice, this certainly bears out. The old city has been converted to a
pedestrian zone, the cathedral and National Theatre are glorious and shops,
goods and services are aplenty. W probably spent nost of our noney there.

So Slovakia's greatest enployee bas is still primarily blue collar. The pre-
1989 adults will probably remain blue collar, due to |lack of education and job
opportunity. Unless the University, jobs and housing situation is resolved, the
younger workers may fall into the same blue-collar jobs their parents have.
Alternatively, the young are willing to nove to other countries (as our

grandparents did) if and when they are able. They are primarily seeking jobs in
the Czech republic (which maintains relatively open econom ¢ and enpl oynent
borders with Slovakia) and Germany. This behavior if allowed to continue, wll
result in a significant "brain-drain” to their econony, continuing to inhibit
growmh. Unfortunately, inmmgration quotas in America and other countries

i nhibit nmovement to nore prosperous western countries. The young would nove to
western nations in a blink of the eye if they were able.

Entrance into the European Econom ¢ union should allow dissolution of econonic
and | abor borders, allow ng Slovak Republic citizens' greater enploynent
opportunities. Entrance is still probably several years away.

Busi ness Privatization

There is a general perception in the city and country alike that the |ast
Conmuni st officials in power |ooted the governnent's coffers and headed for the
hills (including Argentina). A notion exists that they left the country in poor
econom ¢ shape. While I will not deny that this may have taken place, | believe
the truth lies sonewhere in the m ddle.

One cannot flick the switch froma socialist to a free-market economy. The
government nust carefully control the transition, the sale of state assets and
the renoval of subsidies. Reports are w despread that officials sold off
various businesses to friends and acquai ntances for peanuts. Evidence al so

exi sts that many people "got rich quick" after the fall of Communism On the
outskirts of various cities such as Bratislava and Kosice one can find extrenely



opul ent single-fam |y residences recently built (or in the process thereof).
This al so has generated significant resentment on the part of the ordinary
citizens. For the record, citizens in the U S. have expressed simlar
sentinments for years.

What Are They Thinking?

Most western conpani es that canme to Slovakia after 1989 to "expand their

mar ket s" have got it all wong. They are consuner-goods conpanies attenpting to
sell their wares to Slovak Citizens who can ill-afford to purchase them Buying
Coca-Col a, Kit-Kat candy bars and Conpaq Conputers are plainly not on the
average Sl ovaki an's radar screen. Mst of these purchases are going to
westerners who cone to visit, stay in American hotels and rent American cars.
VWhat Sl ovaki a needs today is investnent in infrastructure - housing and jobs.
Even providing rental apartments (flats) would be a tremendous boomto the
econony. Funny thing is though, nost foreign investors are still too nervous to
make any investnents in this country, and internal investors have no noney to do
t he sane.

Eur opean Economi ¢ Uni on

The governnent is aggressively taking steps to join the European Union. It sees
this, as its "Ticket to the future." While this may be true in the long run, in
the short termit is burdening themw th nmany expensi ve mandates (such as
provi di ng housi ng, education and ot her assistance to Roma) of which they can
ill-afford. Mst of this macroecononmic activity is but an abstraction to the
average citizen.

Cities, Villages & Pl aces

Gener a

Conmuni st Artifacts

The following items struck ne as significant events or things, which had a
profound effect on the day-to-day |ives of our ancestors.

"Freedom of Religion," Albeit Only One

One of the saddest days was in 1947 when the Communists in their infinite wi sdom
declared a freedomof religion in their constitution, then defined it in a
draconian style. | won't try to repeat what textbooks do a good job of
explaining, but I will sumuarize it.

The net effect of all the restrictions was that there was only one pernmitted
church, the O thodox Church. The Orthodox priests were enployees of the state
and therefore did exactly as the state directed themto. Oher priests,

m ni sters and rabbis were rounded up, deported, inprisoned and nurdered.

The property of all these "other" churches and tenpl es became property of the
state. Many were given to the O thodox Church

And don't expect to get a 'good' job if you continue to go to church. So many
peopl e stopped.

When comuni smfell apart, untangling a tangled web of returning property to its

rightful owners began. |In places |ike Zboj and Nova Sedlica, the Greek Catholic
Churches had been noved to state-owned Skanzens, then replaced with "new'
churches, occupied by the Othodox, which the Orthodox have kept. In Uic', the

church whi ch had been occupied by the Orthodox for 45 years was returned to the
Greek Catholics while the Orthodox had to construct a new church nearby. Most
of these returns have been affected.

Then came the task of minting new priests, mnisters and rabbis, a process that
began about five years ago. These priests are not surprisingly young and they
have a | ot of catching up to do.

Peopl e fl ocked back to the churches, which surprised ne. | thought that 50
years wi thout church; two generations worth, the desire and interest would have
faded. It appears just the opposite has occurred.

Publ i ¢ Address Loudspeakers
One of the nore odd artifacts that we noticed were the presence of public-
address | oudspeakers on nearly every electric pole in every village we visited.



No house was out of earshot of these. One can but inmagi ne what they must have
been used for during the Communi st regime. Today, Anna, who works for the
village office, is the "announcer," as the speakers are still in use and in good
repair. However, they are now used for nuch nore positive purposes, announcing
good news, a vendor who may have cone to town and the like.

El ectrification, Television and Tel ephones

Electricity arrived as part of Stalin's nodernization programduring the 1950's.
It struck nme that wires were run with little regard for their interruption of
natural beauty. They stretch across bucolic farmfields and wind their way
willy-nilly throughout towns.

Every honme appears to have electricity. It appears to have been distributed
usi ng an ol der-fashi oned nmethod of white insulators that now are collector's
items in America.

Interestingly, every home we visited had a television. National statistics
suggest that 99% of all homes have tel evision, but only about 20% have a

t el ephone. One can but imagi ne the propaganda use of this tool

Tel ephones renmi n under nonopolistic control of Slovensko Tel econmmuni cati ons.

It appears that this infrastructure remains under state control and subsidy. A
call to the US on a US calling card costs $2.50 a minute for ATT down to $0.55
per minute for a discounter. |In Slovakia, the sane call costs nationals about
US$0. 25 per m nute.

As an aside, airline travel also appears to be under subsidy. A round trip to
the US for a Slovak national is about US$350. The sanme trip when booked by an
Ameri can ranges from $800 on upwards.

Flats in Every Village

Wth the advent of socialismaround 1950, the state assunmed responsibility for
housi ng. Private housing remai ned, but no new private dwellings were pernitted.
The state addressed the issue of a burgeoni ng popul ati on by buil ding cinder-

bl ock apartment buildings called "flats" in nearly every village and city in the
country. They are surprisingly simlar to public housing "projects” built in
the United States, replete with all physical and social problems. Physically,
nmost have a coupl e of wi ndows per apartnment and all have a very small bal cony
(perhaps 10'Wx 4' deep). Balconies are used for storing itens such as bicycles
and for hanging | aundry.

Frankly, while necessary, they are blight on the | andscape. Firstly, they are
al ways the tallest structure in each village and doninate the | andscape. They
range from3 floors in the smallest villages, to over 20 floors in the |argest
cities such as Bratislava. Across the Danube fromthe Bratislava old town is
the [ argest concentration of themin the country. Ladka's boyfriend Daniel is
an Energency Medical Technician (EMI) for Bratislava city and takes regul ar
trips to this sector. Wat he sees is sinmlar to what occurs in Anerican
"projects.”

A typical Flat consists of 1 or 2 bedroons, a small kitchen (in Anerican

parl ance, a "galley kitchen," a living space, a Water Cl oset (WC) which sinply
contains the toilet and is not nmuch | arger, a bathroom consisting of a

combi nation claw foot style tub and an attached sink which shares the sane

pl unmbi ng/ faucet. Finally, a small foyer, containing coat hooks and where outer
footing is traditionally kept (it is traditional in Slovakia to renove one's
shoes before entering a home). There are no closets in Slovak homes. The
l'iving space and bedroom usually contain freestanding wall units al ong one wal
that contain all their earthly possessions. One shelf of the wall unit is
usually closed in glass and contains china, porcelain and crystal decorative

pi eces. Each of the roonms is about 10' x 12' in size. |In nost living spaces,
furniture enough to seat six generally nakes wal ki ng about the roomdifficult at
best .

Most honmes and flats are without di shwasher, clothes washer or dryer. C othes
are washed in the tub or sink and hung to dry fromthe balcony. Inagine a |arge



flat conmplex with thousands of balconies all with clothes hung out. Mst have a
stove, refrigerator and sink. Refrigerators are small by US standards. There
was no air conditioning to be seen in any flat. (Occasionally newer restaurants
and shops contained air conditioning, but this was the exception)

Interior construction quality varied. |In some of the nore rural flats, the

bat hroom structures were tantanmount to U.S. nobile home standards - thin walls
made of synthetic materials.

In one 14 floor Flat high-rise, it was typical to find the unit serviced by one
el evator, capacity 4 (while touching the other occupants). The elevator has no
safety standards such as those found in the United States. On each floor, the
el evat or opens by neans of a stationary hinged-door. Once inside the elevator
there is no inner protective door. As the elevator noves, the occupants can
touch walls and doors as the el evator noves al ong.

Entryways are unattractive metal doors with utilitarian walls and floors, with
rusting wi ndow frames and crunbling concrete. Last general nmintenance appears
to be several years old.

Flats are typically covered in white stucco, which presently is peeling and
generally in disrepair. Most flats were built in the 1960's and 1970's and are
showi ng their age. Since the downfall of Comunism | suspect many are al so
falling into disrepair due to a | ack of maintenance.

In rural flats, heating, while centralized, appears to operate by nmeans of a
wood-fired boiler in the bottomfloor. It is the resident's job to acquire wood
and keep it stoked year-round.

Sovi et War Menorial s

War nenorials, primarily focused on World War Two can be found throughout the
region, with nost |located in eastern Slovakia, where fighting was nost fierce.
Most pay tribute to fallen Soviet soldiers. The Red Star and the hamrer and

sickle are still evident. Many nonunments contain old Soviet military hardware,
especially tanks and artillery. See the section on Dukla for information on a
very large battlefield. No statues of Lenin appear to remain. Very few

menorials to fallen Czechosl ovak nationals can be found.

Bars in Every Village

Anot her interesting vestige of conmuni smwas the creation of bars in every

vi |l | age. Today they still remain in operation and are nost often frequented
by ol d nen.

"Gardens" for Everyone

Most Sl ovak Republic residents who desire (and nobst must by necessity) are
permtted small plots of land for garden purposes during the Conmuni st Regi me.
Socialismplainly could not provide sufficient food or nonies to purchase foods
for their people. To this end, they had to carve up small plots of state-owned

land to each famly. You'll find these plots in small villages and large cities
alike. The residents, especially in cities, the built small "tool sheds" (about
12x12 A-franme style buildings) on the garden property. In tinme, famlies used

these "sheds" as vacation "hones," where they typically crammed up to 10

i ndividuals into this space in order to escape the noise, pollution and grit of
the cities. See photos.

Nucl ear Reactor at Jasl ovske Bohunice

VWhile traveling east, our eyes were drawn to an enornous nucl ear power

generating station at Jasl ovske Bohunice. It supplies half of all electricity
to this country. It was Soviet designed and put into operation 1981 and 1985.
Thi s operation contains four (4) reactors and eight (8) cooling towers, all in
operation. "Gant" is the only words | can use to describe it. 12 years ago,

was informed by Daniel, would have been arrested for photographing it. (Note 3)
This is a good exanpl e of how governnment subsidies are being renmoved. Between
1998 and 2000 the price of electricity doubled as some of the subsidies are
renmoved. Residential rates presently stand at US $0. 043 per ($/kWh).

Mssiles in the Hills Near Devin



To the east of Hrad (Castle) Devin, a few kilometers north of Bratislava, Danie
poi nted out the hills that once contai ned underground Soviet ballistic missiles
poi nted at the NATO countries during the "Cold War."

We al so foll owed al ongside the valley that contained the "lron Curtain.”

Al t hough the border infrastructure is now gone, it was quite amazing that to be

standi ng on the other side of the Iron Curtain. Still today, | have to pinch
nmyself not only that it is at all possible, but the speed in which the
transition was effected. | renmenber a time in 1983 when | stood in Vienna,

Austria, |ooked east and comrented, "So close, and yet so far way."

Caves Where Tanks Were Built - Central Slovak Republic

Dani el al so pointed out a hillside in North Central Slovakia that contained
caves that once were used by the Soviets to produce military tanks.
Transportation

It needs to be recogni zed that under Conmuni sm an excel |l ent inter-Wrsaw pact
transportation infrastructure (bus, tramand train) was devel oped.

City of Bratislava

Bratislava is another dichotomy. |Its infrastructure is in poor shape, run down,
yet the city is vibrant and full of life.

There is graffiti everywhere. The graffiti is primarily vandalismin nature,
with no particular nessages in evidence. | was advised that before 1989 this
was absolutely not tolerated. Only in the old towmn were fastidious efforts nmade
to eradicate the graffiti. There is a mx of two hundred year old stately
bui |l dings along with many Conmuni st-era "flats" and governnent buil dings, al
equal ly deteriorating. It appears that after 1989, funding to maintain these
structures dimnished significantly. Internally, people do the best possible to
make their flat their home. Certain people, who are doing financially, better
than average are upgrading their flats, with new wood fl oors, new kitchen and
bath fixtures, and new wi ndows.

On the flip side, the young are everywhere. They are the future of this |and.
The universities are full and the youth are flocking to the city. Not always
with a job, but nonetheless they are here.

In Bratislava it is said that you can purchase nearly anything. Wile |I would
agree, it is also true that very few people can afford to buy these itens.

Most i nvestnent appears to be in the old center, in terns of inmproving the
external attractiveness.

The "Anerican Square" is quite nothing to speak of. It's a small speck of |and
in the city, with overgrown bushes and shrubs.

On the outskirts of town, the factories and offices appear to be abandoned, by
western standards. However, nost are being used, albeit many are struggling.
The city awakes early. By 5:00 AMthe trams (trolleys) are fully operationa
and full of workers. Factories begin work by 5:00 AM while office workers
arrive by 6:00 or 7:00AM By 3:00PM nost offices and factories are closing.
The public transit infrastructure is excellent, albeit old. Trackless trolleys
(el ectric buses) are pervasive. The trans are rem ni scent of the 1950's and
1960's style subway cars found in Boston. W stayed in a flat on Krizna Street,
just northeast of the old center. Trackless trolleys, cars and tranms buzzed by
incessantly all day and night. You'd think if you closed your eyes that you
were in New York or Chicago.

Support for tourismis nearly non-existent. Although the city would like to
provi de nore support, in ternms of brochures, signage and information centers,
the noney is |acking.

The signature of the city, the Hrad (or Castle) sits profoundly on a hillside
overl ooki ng the Danube River and the O d town. A spectacular view of the Sovi et
housi ng across the river can be had, along with the nodern SNP Bridge |inking
the two sections. You either Iove or hate this bridge. The haters disparage it
for having been constructed through the old Jewi sh ghetto and ruining nmuch of
the old city. Wthin the castle is a vacant shell, with the castle being used



primarily for government offices. It's anticlimactic. There is a small nmuseum
in the castle that our hosts characterized as a waste of tine. So we skipped
it.

The cat hedral was under restoration and its viewwas |imted to the entryway.
One could not wal k around inside. Although it was beautiful, it was

i naccessible to the tourist.

In front of the State Opera House, an archeol ogical dig was in process, which we
could not only observe, but also nearly fall into. An article in

www. sl ovakspectator.sk in August 2001 nicely describes it.

New bui | di ngs are presently being constructed, nostly with western noney, to
western standards. New construction includes hotels, banks and offices.

Qur hosts took us through sone interesting nooks and crannies from nmedi eva
times.

Sl avi n Monunent

Thi s communi st war nenorial conmenorates the thousands Russians who died
fighting in World War Il in and around Bratislava. | found I could not ignore
such sites and in fact was drawn to them Say what you nmay about Conmmuni sm but
for every dead Russian, there was a nother, a fam |y who grieved over the |oss
of a sonin a distant land. | amgrateful to themfor their sacrifice that

def eated Nazi Germany (although I hold Stalin and his successors in disdain for
their own totalitarian oppression of their own people). Now, back to the
nonumnent .

The Devin nmonunent sits on a hillside in the northeast section of the city. It
is alarge spire, with various dates engraved in it of the Russian |liberation of
vari ous Slovak Republic cities and towns. In front of it are two massive

terraces that contain mass graves of thousands of Russian soldiers. Certain
hundreds of the soldiers, nostly officers are afforded their own stone nonunents
(akin to a tonbstone), citing their nane, rank and date of death) which surround
the terraces.

Devin Castle

We rmade a day trip to the Devin castle, which sits directly on the Danube River
It is afforded beautiful vistas for kilonmeters in all directions. It was a
significant, powerful force in nedieval times and was destroyed by Napol eon

The castle is in ruins. It contains a small nmuseumwi th interesting artifacts
that have been recovered fromthe site. Tour and history books do a good job of
describing this site, thus | will not attenpt to describe its history. The
nost interesting remaining its artifact is that of the remaining castle water
well. An attendant sits near the well with a bucket of water. He denonstrates
the well's depth by dropping a ladle of water now into the open well. The water
t akes about seven (7) seconds to reach the bottom It is hundreds of feet in
depth (I did not record its depth).

Cerveny Kanmen Castle

About 15 KM outside of Bratislava is the Had Cerveny Kanen (Castle of Red

Stone). It is a well-preserved castle (actually nuch nore interesting than the
Bratislava Castle). W went on the guided tour (spoken only in Slovak, but they
wi Il provide an English-translation panphlet on request, which does a good job

of describing it). The Hrad was built by the |andowners about 800 years ago to
store the food harvest fromthe |ands. The food storage areas are cavernous.

It was also heavily fortified and repelled every attack made on the castle.

The residence buildings contain a plethora of well-preserved val uabl e
antiquities. O special interest are the tapestries, which are nore than
fifteen (15) feet in height. The living and bedroom furni shing are some of the
finest |I've ever seen. What made this hrad unique is that nost of the origina
furni shings renai ned, so one can inmagi ne what |ife would have been |ike during
these tines. All the itens were in excellent shape, although there were no
environnental controls. It always amazes nme how nuch of this material remain



lightly guarded, available to touch and walk up to. Such exhibits would be
roped of f, set back and guarded in the United States.

Portions of Kull the Conqueror (1997), Universal Pictures' fantasy action
starring Kevin Sorbo (TV series Hercules) and Tia Carrere were filned here.
Ref er ence:

http://ww. brati sl ava. sk/ ANGLI CKY/ VI TAJTE/ CERVENYK. HTM

http://ww. sl ovensko. confinvestor/film htm
http://ww.tccweb. or g/ odds&ends. ht m

THE VI LLAGES

The primary villages we came to visit were Uic' (see star on map), Zboj and
Nova Sedlica. Secondarily, you will see U ic'ske Krive, Kol basov and Stakcin.
The blue I'ine approxi mates the path of our journey.

Map 3: Northeastern Slovakia

Transportation

Public transportation is excellent by Anerican standards. Trains depart severa
times a day from Stakcin for the western Slovakia and beyond. Mbst imrgrants
woul d have departed by train fromthis station. Stakcin is about 5 KM east of
Sni na, where nost people travel to for goods and services. Wthin Uic, Uicske
Krive, Zboj and Nova Sedlica, bus service can be had three tinmes daily. Small
sheds with benches al ongside the road in each village are the bus stops.

Bor der s

Since these villages border Ukraine to the east and Poland to the north,
mlitary border guards are always present. They take the form of a couple of
young conscripts in mlitary canouflage and a radi o, then take a roadside
position, primarily inspecting vehicles as they travel the roads. They have no
mechani zed transport and typically wal k these roads, along with everyone el se.
W were stopped several tinmes, at all hours of the day and night. They ask to
see the driver's papers and the autonobile's papers. The whol e process takes
about five minutes. They don't radio into an office the way Anerican police do.
It looks to be a lonely, boring outpost for these kids.

Roads

The roads were in surprisingly good condition for such renpote areas. Al

pri mary roads have pavenent, although the road width and safety accoutrenents
did not conmpare to U.S. roads. Occasionally centerlines were painted. Most
roads do not have names in the country villages; only in cities are roads naned.
It is conmon to see but one auto per hour in the roads fromUic' to Nova
Sedl i ca.

Gar dens

Every villager has a subsistence garden. For many, their gardens are of

i nsufficient size and they have made arrangenent to have other plots of garden
outside of the village proper. Potatoes and cabbage are nost popul ar. Anot her
popul ar pastine is foraging the local hills and woodl ands for mnmushroons and
berries.

Vil |l age Topol ogy

Villages are dense and conpact. This is largely a relic of peasant days gone by
(to peasant emancipation in the md 1800's). In the days of serfdom barons who
lived in opul ent mansi ons owned these vast tracts of |land. The baron's primary
concern was maxim zing the production of crops and forests. He therefore

provi ded only m ni mal space necessary for the peasants to live. Over nmuch tine
and | abor, the peasants were eventually able to purchase these small plots in
which to live.

Cimte

Simlar to northeastern United States. 4 seasons.

See http://ww. fns. uni ba. sk/zp/bi osferal/ brmabvku. ht m



Honme Construction

Initially their homes were nade of wood, with grass-thatched roofs. G ass roofs
continued until about 1910-20 after which time, shingles canme into use. G ass

t hat ched roofs generally | asted 20-30 years, after which time, they eventually
rotted away and coll apsed. Farners did their best to maintain them but working
fromsunup to sundown left themlittle tine to care for their own possessions.
Many woul d attenpt to patch these roofs, but their efforts were hit or mss.

The roofs were generally inpervious to rain, but many tines succunbed to vernin
and ot her pests. Skanzens (open air nuseuns) in the area show the intricate
weavi ng of the grass into the frane of the home. Mst of these roofs were 10 to
12 inches deep. The hones were constructed with heavy tinbers fromthe

nei ghbori ng woods. A couple grass-thatched roofs remain in the vill ages.

In later tinmes, the walls of the homes were made of bricks, fashioned fromclay
dug fromthe local hillsides ad then baked. Mst of these failings are

whi t ewashed over, hiding these gaps. For many years these bricks were nol ded by
hand, even as late as the 1960's. Fromthere the hones exteriors were covered
wi th whitewash stucco, which provided the wind barrier. Today, clay blocks are
general ly used for construction, though | observed that npost these bl ocks
suffered froma | ack of consistency, resulting in many gaps and ill-fitted (by

U S. standards) walls. Most all honme are one-storied, although many have
basements. New single-fam |y detached homes were disallowed after the

conmuni sts came to power in 1948. Even in light of the 1989 revolution, there
was no new construction to be seen. I'mcertain this is a result of the
econonmic conditions and the renoteness of this village.

El ectricity canme to the villages in the 1950's. Public water is also
distributed to homes, though nobst appear to have sone sort of septic systemfor
wast e di sposal .

Most villages have a small store, tantamount to an American "conveni ence" store,
al t hough much smal |l er. It contains primarily packaged goods. There are no
other stores. There are no petrol stations any where in the region. A

conmuni st-era "bar" can be found in nost every village and Zboj is no exception
Now days these "bars" are frequented primarily by ol der men.

Each stand-al one hone has an attached barn, which was used past and present for
cows, goats, sheep, hens and the like. Hay is stacked into cone shape piles,
about 10 feet in height, propped up by |long branches and left in the field
(still done by hand). The barn is too small and too valuable to store such |arge
provi si ons.

Each hone is surrounded by gardens and the nost beautiful of flowers. These
crops clearly receive a lot of tender loving care. The only "lawn" to be seen
was that of the new Orthodox Church in Uic'. A parishioner's goats perforned

| awn mai ntenance. O course, there were no | awn mowers.

Li fe and Work

Enmpl oyment generally takes the formof farming or forestry work, of which the

i ncomes are neager.

These fol k are hardy and hard working. The day for nost all begins about 5:00
AM  Many work a couple of hours and then eat breakfast. There is tinme for a
large lunch and a small dinner. Lights-out by about 9:00 PM

Most fol k, regardl ess of age, wal k everywhere. It is quite ordinary for an 80-
year ol d Babka to walk 2 or 3 kilonmeters to visit a friend. I1t's customary to
just "stop by," since nost folk do not have tel ephones. M 20-year old cousin
tal ked of bicycling the 6 kmto see her Babka. Her biggest fear was that of

bl ack bears as she bi ked al ong through the wooded roads (though her fear was
never met, they are quite common). |It's very conmon to see many peopl e standing
in the road conversing. Conversation will indeed halt and you will be given a

t hor ough once-over as you pass by in your rental auto (don't forget to wave!).
They wash their clothes and di shes by hand. Although only about 20% of the
popul ati on has tel ephones, al nost 100% have a tel evision and VCR. The region



was electrified in the 1950's and it appears that indoor plunbing arrived in the
1960's. However, old ways die hard and you'll still see people using wells for
wat er, cutting crops by hand and pulling their carts by hand. Mich of this is
also a result of their economi c situation

Deer are quite common and hunted for food. You can find many antlers in hones.
It was a sonetines tradition to give a gift of antlers to the parents on the
birth of a newborn child.

The forests north of Nova Sedlica have been designated protected natural areas,
with no devel opnent allowed. This protection continues into the Beskid region
of the Carpathians into Poland. These conditions have not changed in one
hundred years. M grandparents woul d have been perfectly confortabl e returning
here.

School s

El ementary education, from grades Kindergarten through Grade 5 are offered in
the schools at Zboj and Uic'. For further education, the children are sent off
to boardi ng schools, as the distance is too great. Mst of these schools are
exam schools. M cousin and his wife went to a teacher's school in Snina in the
1960's. O their children, one went to school in Snina and Banska STI AVN CA
Two went to Presov Economic H gh School, (which did not require exans before
1989 but now does).

Cl ot hi ng

It is conmon to see younger people (under 50) wearing jeans and many western
fashi ons.

O der wonen can still be seen wearing the shoulder to ankle "aprons”, a | oose
fitting used all day long, probably while working. O der wonen al so wear
babushka (a scarf w apped around one's head) and bel ow knee stockings. O der
wonen al so dress all in black for one year followi ng the death of their spouse.
Men farners tend to all wear a rather plain, style-less navy-blue pants and
shirt conbination, of md-weight fabric.

Death and Buri a

A coupl e of comments about the dying process, especially in the hill towns.
First, the socialized nedical care provided is substandard at best by American
standards. You nust bring your all your own itens, including sheets, bl ankets
and food. |In nost cases no advanced nedical care is provided. |In the case of
the dying, especially with elders, the cause may never be di agnosed. |n nost
cases you are mninmally afforded a doctor's review and sent back hone.

After a loved one dies, typically at hone, the wake is held at home. There are
no undertakers, at least in the country. The |oved ones prepare the body. A
wooden box is made and the burial is sinmple. In some cases the grounds are dug
by famly, sonetines people are hired. The priest attends, of course. A sinple
wooden cross is placed at the head of the grave. The head of the body is toward
the west in all the ceneteries | saw

The traditional nonunent is a granite (or simlar) headstone, coupled with a
stone "platform' over the body. The platformmay be solid or may be an outline
such that greens and flowers may grow fromit. For many, the 15, 000SK cost of
such a nenorial is cost-prohibitive. An alternative is a |ess expensive iron
Cr oss.

Real Estate

You will not see Anerican-styled Real Estate Brokers. Most property sales are
handl e privately. Only in the large cities are real estate brokers seen. Thi s
is an interesting aspect since it was only 10 years ago that property was
restituted to its original |andowners fromthe government.

Forests
A "Count Rudol ph" owned the surrounding forests. Wat he did was "give" wood to
the residents for heating fuel. |In order to pay the Count back, they

ef fectively becane indentured to himfor sone period of tinme.



Many famlies made a living through forest work. Wen Hel en was about 14 years
ol d, about 65 years ago (1935) she planted many of the trees in the Carpathian
Mount ai ns, just north of Nova Sedlica.

| plan to research at a later date | and ownership. For now, | will sinply
specul ate that the baron may have been from Humenne.

Lunbering Train to Ukraine
A train ran through the backyards of villages on the eastern side of the nain

road in Zboj (the rising still exists). It brought |unber fromthe nmountains to
the Ukraine. The train passed on to Uic' and finally to Uzgorod (ol d-Hungary
nane Nagyberezna) in the Ukraine. It was a steam powered, narrow guage rail way.

It began service in 1907 and had five |l oconotives. One train went fromthe
regi on of Beskyd south to Nova Sedlica, Zboj and Uic then to a line which went
to Zabrod, present-day Ukraine. A second |line went fromregion of Prikry across
t he Ukraine border to N. Stuzice, then onto a main line in Zahorb. The train
service was discontinued in 1944. (Note 5)

There were three train services, with destinations to (all phonetic spellings, |
have yet to I D where these place nanmes are | ocated.)

* Bi eszczady (Pol and)

* Bukovsky (Bukovské vrchy (Bukovske Hills) The border ridge with Poland, nostly
al ong the Bukovske Hills. Meaning: The Beech Hills. Pictures here (Note 2)

al so of Nova Sedlica and pension

* Shi shtsya Probably Stuzhytsia and Bukovets' - northeast of U ych

Source: http://zel eznice. host.sk/arp/slovakial/history/h546. htm

St or ks

W were surprised to see nany, many storks in the region. Their nests, about 4
feet in width could be found in nearly every village, atop tel ephone pol es and
chimeys. It seenms as though they like to settle in the villages and apparently
the villagers and the storks don't bother each other. (Wth all the storks,

t hought | woul d see nore babies, but |I guess ny chil dhood nenories are a bit

di storted!)

Vil l age of Zboj

Zboj is the village of my TARKULIC famly, past and present. |n nany ways,
this was the clinmax of my journey. | have returned hone. M grandnother

returned hone here once in 1912, having nmarried in Scranton, PA and returning to
give birth to her first daughter, Anna. To the day she died, Anna was unaware
where she was born. If | only could tell her.

Traveling into the village was al so an enotional experience. W left Uic' in
the norning, went about 3 wooded kil oneters through the village of U icske

Krive and another 3 kmto the village of Zboj. The road follows the Zbojska
Pot ok (Zboj Creek). It was so quiet and serene. No planes, trucks, cars or
trains. No sounds of tractors or construction equipnent. It was as if we were
in the wilderness, in the mddle of a village. In America we would call this

t he "boondocks."

Zboj is a small village in the foothills of the Carpathian Muntains. Its

citizens are primarily of Rusyn (Ruthenian) ethnicity and have lived in their
village their entire lives. They are poor by western standards, but have
everything they need. The village is about 20 kiloneters to the nearest train
station in Stakcin, keeping it fairly isolated fromthe world. The popul ation
is about 500 people, with about 200 honmes evident. It is a conpact village, on
a road which "dead ends" one village to the North, about 3 KMto Nova Sedlica.
Most people in this village appear to be over 40, as the young have generally
mgrated to |larger Slovakian cities for enploynent.

Peopl e wal k everywhere. It was quite conmon to see old nmen and wonen standi ng
in the road talking. The majority of its citizens are older in age, the young
havi ng moved out. When we did neet younger folk, they were typically in their
40's and 50's and it was a bit of a shock



The village has a two-storied (the largest structure in the village) el enmentary
school, but with the nunbers of children precipitously declining, it is

consi dering consolidation with neighboring villages. Uic' is the next |argest
village, which is not saying much. Uic' has sone |ocal industry which provides
a smal |l anmount of enpl oynent.

The word "Zboj" means "bandit."

There is one collective farmoperation just south of the Zboj village, on the
east side of the village.

About m dway between Ul icske Krive and Zboj, is a roadside shrine that renenbers
the death of a soldier in the late 1940's.

VWhen my cousin's Babka was young, they were shoeless (1920's - 30's). \When
Babka was in her 40's, (circa 1960) they built their first home. Cay was dug
fromthe hillside and brought by horse and wagon to the house site. Here Babka
worked from April to October, formng and firing 17,000 bricks for the walls.

Her fingers are now permanently deforned as a result of this work.

When she was younger, they had cows, bulls, hens and pigs as their prinmary
livestock. When the garden next to her hone was not | arge enough, they arranged
to have property on the outskirts of town for additional garden space. It was
tended to daily.

Football (Soccer) Field and Church Lawn Mi ntenance

Football has found its way to the Slovakia scene. When Ladi sl av was younger (c.
1970) each village organi zed a Football team and played recreationally.

Football fields were carved out of a small field in the village. There is one
adj acent to Helena's honme. | spent several nonents watching a man maintain this
field. He used a Scythe to cut by hand the |arge bl ades of grass and rake the
cuttings to the side. Afterwards, he brought a cow to graze on the field for
the 'finishing work'!

At the Orthodox Church in Uic', | observed what | ooked to be the only lawn in
the village. A parishioner was handling the |awn-cutting task by allow ng three
of his goats to trimthe grass down to size.

New Church (1966) / A d Church 1706 (noved to Bardej ov)

The original 1706 wooden church of Zboj is the "Church of the Three Hi erarchs.”
It was noved to the Skanzen (Open Air Museum) at Bardejovske Kupel e (about 1
hour drive west.) in 1966. See http://ww.carpatho-rusyn. org/bard/ and
http://1enko.org/religion/perly/index. htm ) .

From their web page: "The whole structure is made of beanms 52-58 by 12
centineters. The fundanental base of the pile-construction tower rests on a

ti mber choir above the entrance. Al three spaces in the church are joined

toget her and are constructed of tinmber. The nave has several l|evels, and each

| evel has a correspondi ng roof, which spreads and graduates the material of the
roof as well as of the whole structure. The original Baroque iconostasis has
been restored from damage during a theft in 1933. It is the only original Rococo
i conostasis in conplete formin Slovakia. "

I have m xed feelings about this one. On one hand, the church building has been
preserved. On the other hand, it is away fromthe people who built it and | oved
it.

A new Ot hodox church building was constructed after the original church was
renoved. The new building was sited about 100 feed behind the origina
structure. The perimeter of the original church has been encased in an iron
fence. Since approximtely 1950, the Orthodox parish has occupied the church
There are four original lIcons fromthe original Zboj Geek Catholic Church
remai ni ng i n new Zboj Orthodox Church. They are hidden behind the icon screen
The priest pernmitted me to view them and photograph them They are in poor
shape and in serious need of restoration or at |east preservation. Three other
original icons formthe centerpieces for side altars.

Fat her Ladi sl av Revak, originally from Medzil aborce (north of Humenne, about 40
km away), is the pastor of the Zboj church and has his residence here. He has



been resident for about 2 years and appears to be about 25 years of age.
(Priests are nostly newmy-ninted and have only becone a renewed fixture in the
villages within the past five years. Father splits his time between services in
Zboj and in Nova Sedlica, just as was done 200 years ago.

Father is rather skeptical about the authenticity of the new icon screen. It
appears quite inpressive and ornate. Father Revak points to the fact that none
of the icons contain the artist's signature, the sign of an authentic artwork.
Bell tower. There are three bells of varying size. The bells appear to have
been made sonmewhere in Slovakia and dates are 1924/25. M notes are sketchy on
this.

Drawi ng 1: Zboj Cenetery
Zboj Cemetery
The ceneteries of Zboj and Nova Sedlica tell a sad but conpelling story of life

t hroughout the ages. It is as story filled with poverty and | oss and
rejuvenation.

These villages were always quite poor. As such, little noney was available to
create long-lasting grave narkers. Initially, nopst graves are marked with
wooden Christian crosses, about two feet in height, with the nane witten
usually on the horizontal piece. |In time, if economics pernmit, it is replaced

with a nore permanent marker. These are usually either a sinple crucifix
(cross) made of iron, or a nore fornmal, extensive nmonunent, which includes a
concrete structure placed over the entire plot. Most all people are buried in
'sequential' order. That is, in the order in which death occurs. There are no
"famly plots'.

If the wooden marker remains, it tends to decay and collapse within about a ten-
year period. |In sone cases these are replaced, in others any notation of the
burial location is probably lost to tine. For some period it may remain in the
menory of |oved ones, but in tine, it is forgotten. There are no 'directories
as we find in larger, nore organi zed ceneteries. As such, there are vast
sections of the ceneteries with hundreds of unmarked graves. These sections
contain rows of small "hills" of earth, which are the only indication that there
are graves in the area. As such, these large sections are essentially not
mai nt ai ned and therefore appear as fields of wildflowers, grass and weeds. To
wal k through themis difficult, as the underbrush is thick and full of prickly
weeds, about 3 feet high. GOccasionally one will find a wooden marker, probably
pl aced there by a famly sometinme in the recent past.

Cenmetery mai ntenance is essentially handl ed by | oved ones, including weedi ng and
grass renoval

The effects of the Comuni st regi me on cenmeteries cannot be ignored. During
this period, the ceneteries were generally neglected. First, due to government
dictate, these Greek Catholic churches were handed over to the Orthodox Church
Second, attending church, although legally sanctioned, essentially barred you
from obtai ning any desirable or worthwhile enploynment in the reginme. Thirdly,
poverty remai ned quite high during this period. All three of these dynam c
contributed to the general neglect of the cemetery. One tragic decision that
was made during this era (by whomwe do not know) was that the tonbstones had
beconme rather bothersonme to those who naintained the church property. A
deci si on was made to renove and bul |l doze the Zboj cemetery nonunments. What
happened to any tonbstones remains a nystery to ne.

Most nonunents have been placed since 1989. Very few were placed (or remmin)
from 1950 to 1989.

Refer to Figure 1

The "footprint" of the original church is imediately in front of the new
church. It is surrounded by a nmetal fence which outlines its' shape.

O d Cenmetery 1 contains the graves of Ilyko (Elias) Tarkulic' (b 1889 d. 1955)
and his wi fe Anna (Copak) Tarkulic'ova'. These are Ladislav's grandparents.



Adj acent to Anna's grave is that of another unnamed Copak. These graves are

mar ked wi th sinple wooden crosses. Ladislav has promised to replace these with
iron. Approximtely 50 monunents of all styles can be seen. Mst of these
graves appear to be the first half of the 20th century.

add Cenmetery 2 Contains very few graves; it's nostly a nown area. Contains
approxi mately 25 nonunents.

O d Cenetery 3 Contains alnost no grave markers and is not maintained at all

It is full of brush and branble, about 3 feet in height and is difficult to walk
in. It was inpossible to determine the dates of burial in this area.

O d Cenetery 3 recent graves - contains about 200 graves, alnmost all with
markers. Burials appear to be primarily from 1950 forward.

New Cemetery - Appears to be used from 1989 forward. 90% have nmonunents of sone
form Only about 10% bear photographs of deceased. Contains grave of M cha
Tarkulic

Markers found (A d cenetery 3):

* Hel en Copakova' 27.10.1881 - 23.10.67

* Hel ena Petrokaova 10.4.1898 - 12.12.80

* Maria Petrovkova' 1902-1981

* M kul as Tarkulic' 20.10.23 =- 13.6.88

* M kul as Copak 3.8.1929 - 10.5.1989

* Anna Copakova 16.3.29 - 18.4.87

* Elias Legdan 22.7.1897 - 31.8.81

* Stanislav Tarkulic' 5.10.09 - 26.6.72

* Anna Tarkulic' 10-5-17 - 24.6.98 (wife of Stanislav)

* Juraj Dzuba (new cenetery)

Il yko Tarkulic' house

Still in original location, up a small hill, back about 400 yards fromthe nmain
road, though rebuilt at least twice. | believe grass thatch roofs were | ast

used circa 1920. Has a very old barn, |looks to be 150 to 200 years ol d, nade
all of wood and branches. Met with present Tarkulic' famly, though Ladi sl av

did nost of the talking. Took a few photos. A creek runs by the home. It has
only been in the |ast few years that a bridge was constructed. Ilyko and
Andreas were both born in this home.

During World War 11, soldiers slept in this house. As the Russians passed
through this region in 1944, this house was burned to the ground.

An interesting story has circulated in the famly for years. |Ilyko (G andfather

of Ladislav, father of Mchal) went to America in 1914 to earn noney. He was
stuck in America until the end of World War One. He returned in 1918 with noney
to build a new house and a fancy new dress for his wife. He purchased |and and
built a new home. A few nonths later, she died. The superstitious famly
attributed to the death to the dress.

M chal and Helena lived in new house for a tinme after they were nmarried.
Andreas Tarkulic' house is adjacent to Ilyko's honestead.

Roma ( Gypsi es)

It is said that there are many Roma living in Zboj, but | only saw a couple.

Village of Nova Sedlica

The village of Nova Sedlica (New Settlenment) is literally at the end of the
road. To the north are the Carpathian Mountains. The village appears to be
entirely residential. It has a popul ati on of about 330 souls.

There has been a recent flurry of television crews descending on the village due
to its picturesque nature. As a result, the villagers becone sonewhat "gun-shy"
whenever outsiders such as us appear, caneras at the ready. Cries of

"Tel evision! Television!'" were heard each tinme we stopped to ask directions.

Anot her surprise to us all was the construction of a Pension (see note 2 for a
photo.) |It's apparent use is primarily for vacationers who like to spend their



day's out-of-doors, in the nearby forests. |It's pretty fancy. W also say a
coupl e of other, ol der pensions, near road's end. They all |ooked |ike they

m ght have and about six to eight guest roomns.

New Church (Orthodox)

The "new' church again was built after the renoval of the original woden church
to the Humenne Skanzen. This church continues to remain under Othodox control
It is on a small plot of land, near the center of the village, with no

associ ated cenetery. Father Revak pastors this church in addition to his
responsi bilities at the Zboj church

A d Church (G eek Catholic) (Humenne)

Much [ ess is known by nme about the Church in Nova Sedlica. This is in |large
part due to my own | ack of research. | believe this church has been returned to
the Greek Catholics.

The original church, St. Mchael the Archangel was built in 1754 and in 1977
rel ocated to the Skanzen in Hunmenne (see

http://ww. cul ture. gov. sk/ UWOD/ WIS/interfolk.htm and
http://lenko.org/religion/perly/index.html ). It contains a Baroque 18th -
century altar and a nultistoried iconostasis. The 'new church is | ocated on
the main village road, not within the property confines of the old church Iot.
We did not investigate this church due to its |lack of historical significance.
There was no cenetery in or adjacent to the church grounds.

The old church Iot and cenetery are extremely difficult to find. It took three
attenpts, and three sets of directions fromlocals, before we |ocated the |ot.
It was hidden behind sonme farm buil dings on what appeared to be a private farm
road. It was only accessible by foot. It appears that a vehicle could make its
way up the grassy slope. The church plot was a beautiful setting, on a grassy
sl ope. After sone investigation (and inquiry to another |ocal who had conme to
visit) that the old church building' s placenent is where a tall crucifix (cross)
now stands. This church appears to face west, as does the Zboj church. The
original church was renoved to the Hunmenne Skanzen in the 1980's, when the
museum opened in 1983.

Cenetery

The ol d grave section contained a couple of graves of significance. The first,
appear to be a pair of communi st party nmenbers who are buried circa 1947 after
having given valiant efforts for the struggle. Also contained is a rather

el aborat e stone nonunent of another prom nent individual. These graves are
witten in Ukrainian

O d graves appear on all four sides of the old church site. Most are unnarked.
Farther back, in an area that appears to be a recent addition, is a newer
cenmetery that includes about 200 graves from 1989 and later. No Dzuba were
found in this cenetery.

Drawi ng 2: Nova Sedlica Cenetery

Across the Carpathian Muntai ns

My research has uncovered sone interesting mgration about the people on both

si des of the Carpathian Mountains. During the early 1900's and late 1800's
peopl e from Zboj and Nova Sedlica worked in the forests to the north.
Additionally, people from Wetlina, Poland (about 8km due north of Nova Sedlica)
al so worked in the forests. In time, these people worked together and
consequentially socialized. M great-grandfather Pal DZIUBA, born in Wtlina,
married an Anna BRASKO and settled in Nova Sedlica. Mich has been witten about
this in a 1990 Polish history book.

Village of Uic'

Uic is arelatively small village, set in a valley surrounded by woods, with a
popul ati on of 1140, in about 300 houses; nobst of themare ethnically Rusyn. The
village was founded in the year 1451. Rusyn language is primarily spoken here.



Uic is the administrative center for this small region and contains the post

of fice and adninistrative offices for the region. There are two churches in the
village. The Zboj creek (Zbojska Potok) runs through the center of the village,
originating in the Carpathian nountains to the north, after traveling through
Nova Sedlica, Zboj and U icske' Krive. The waters were quite high and rushing
after a one-week period of nonstop rain. (The same rain caused much fl oodi ng

t hroughout Slovakia). The closest nedical care is in Snina, about 25 km away.
There is no such thing as an anbul ance or enmergency nedi cal technicians. Most
citizens go by bus when they need to see a doctor

Anna Tarkulic' discovered a panphlet on the history of Uic, froman 1996

anni versary of the founding of the church 525 years prior, in the year 1471

The docunment is witten in Slovak and Ladka has pronised to translate it for ne.

Factories

Uic contains a few factories - wood products and "Agro-busi ness" (the result of
Soviet farmcollectivization in the 1950's). Most businesses are unconpetitive
(price and quality), do not know how capably survive in a free-market econony
and are in the throws of serious layoffs. For nobst living, this has been their
source of hard cash and they are fearful of the future. There are no new public
or private investnents in the region. Al'l of these firms had sold their goods
to Russia, who during the Warsaw-pact times, guaranteed their purchase and thus
the viability of these businesses was sustained. Today, nost of these purchases
have dried up, leaving an uncertain future for the vill ages.

Greek Catholic Church

The Greek Catholic Church appears to be less than 50 years old. | do not know
the history of it, though | suspect that the Orthodox rebuilt it, after having
acquired it by decree sonetine after 1947. It has a single spire, sits on a
hillside that has commandi ng views of the village. It has an extensive
cemetery. Consistent with other ceneteries in the region, nmost nonunents were
erected after 1989. At the base of this church is a small Roma "ghetto" (as the

locals call it).

Roma

A small Roma (gypsy) "ghetto" exists at the base of the Uic' church. It is
said that at one of ny cousin's wedding two years ago, a Romm snuck into the
reception and stole one of the several wedding cakes. It was ny observation

that nost of the Roma behavior involved only petty crines such as petty theft
and squatting. Mre on Ronma |ater

Ot hodox Church

The new Ort hodox Church was built sometinme after 1989 after the congregati on was
booted out of the Greek Catholic Church it occupied since 1947. It is
contenporary in design, with a Byzantine style singe-doned structure.

The nost wonderful thing about staying in these villages is to be awakened in
the norning by the sound of church bells. | cannot recall the last time |
experienced this in Anmerica, it nust be nore than 20 years. The bells toll on
Sunday (beginning at 6:30 am) to call all to church (everyone wal ks there). The
bells also toll for nmenorials, weddings and the Iike. They are real bells too,
pul | ed by hand.

General Conments

A smal | charcoal making operation was observed in operation. There were about 3

men wor ki ng near the woods in a small shack, burning wood to nmake charcoal. In
the U S. operations such as this were discontinued 50 years ago as econonically
i mpractical. This poor-paying, dirty and difficult work denonstrates some of

the economic challenges found in rural Slovaki a.

The Post Ofice was quite informal, not nmuch nore than a counter and a lady at a
desk behind the counter. There were about 20 wooden post boxes, about 6"x6" in
pl ace for custoner's mail. It also appears that mail is delivered by hand to
each residence.



Village of U icske Krive

Uicske Krive (the locals refer to it sinply as "Krive") is a picturesque Rusyn
village on the road between U ic' and Zboj, about 3 kiloneters equidistance to
each. The population is 280 persons in perhaps 100 honmes. In ny church record
and village research, in 250 years, not a single Tarkulic' famly ever noved to
U icske Krive from Zboj, even though it was only 3 km away.

Greek Catholic Church

A rather well known, well-preserved Greek Catholic church exists in this
village. W found the keys froma villager, who unlocked it for us. A plaque
one the outside of the structure indicated its status as a National Cultura
Monument. The icon screen inside was nmagnificent. |n each of these churches
one will find a "collage" of the Catholic "stations of the cross" - the major
events leading up to Jesus' crucifixion. It is usually painted on wood
(everything is wood!) on an 8-foot high x 4-foot wi de panel, and nmounted on the
left wall, imediately adjacent to the icon screen. All of these churches
appeared capabl e of holding 50 to 70 worshi pers, all standing for the two-hour
service. dass windows were far and few between (econom ¢ considerati ons again)
and thus the church is quite dark inside. Al of these churches have |ightning
rods and cables to protect them As | considered this, it struck nme that these
country churches, all made of wood were extrenely vulnerable to fire. No snoke
detectors, no alarms, and no local fire service.

I will leave the detailed description of this church to the tour books, although
| did take quite a few pictures.

Ot hodox Church

As is the case in so many of these villages, an Orthodox Church now exists here.
Village of Stakcin

Stakcin is the end of the railroad line fromthe west. It is here, about 15km
fromm grandparent's villages that they would have travel ed by horse and wagon,
step on the train and begin their journey to America. W stopped briefly and
took pictures on the day we too were leaving to return back to Anerica. The
station is relatively nodern, as are the trains and the rails are wel

mai ntai ned. It was an enotional experience for me, for a reason understandabl e
only by someone who has researched his or her famly
Stakcin contains a small Russian World War |l nenorial. It contains a Russian

tank (pointing westward, with its gun raised high) and a nonument containing the
nanmes of the fallen conmrades. There is a 15-foot high spire with a red star
atop. | wondered how |l ong the red star would rengin.

Vill age of Kol basov

Kol basov is a village on the way to Uic' from Stakcin. W stopped there after
bei ng advised of the 1945 Jewi sh Massacre (see below). While inquiring of the

|l ocals, we were directed to an abandoned Jewi sh cenmetery in a field, severa

hundred feet fromtown. It took a half hour of walking in the rain-soaked,
nmuddi ed field before we discovered it. It is overgrown and obscure. There are
no markers or directions to the plot. It was enough to nmake one cry. There are

no |l oved ones left in this region to care for it any |longer. W uncovered about
12 tonbstones, all witten in Hebrew, nost of which were crunbling and barely
readabl e. W phot ographed a number of them and plan to have them transl ated.
See Appendix | for menorial details.

Town of Humenne

We visited this large town primarily to see another fam |y menber and view the
Skanzen. These folks lived in a Soviet-era flat, about 6 floors in height.
Econom ¢ conditions did not appear much different than in the rural villages.
Museum of Fol k Architecture in Humenne / Skanzen - O d Nova Sedlica Church

W visited this Skanzen to see the church where nmy grandnother, Maria Dzuba and
her brother, Mchael were baptized. It was noved to this site from Nova Sedlica
in 1972, according to the photographs found here. The nane is the "Church of
Archangel M chael." The Skanzen is well preserved and tended to. It is very



typical of the dwellings found in a Rusyn village 100 years ago. The church is
wel |l kept and its icons and icon screen are exenplary. Houses and barns typica
of the period, along with interior furnishings are well exhibited.

Photo 1: Original Nova Sedlica Church (now in Humenne Skanzen), built 1754
General Skanzen Information

One interesting invention is the hanging of a basket about 3 feet above the
parent's bed. In this basket a baby would sleep. It served as a conveni ence to
the parents, should they need to attend to the child during the night. Another
interesting itemwere the dirt floors. The earth, when hard-packed is extrenely

rigid and solid - it is not |oose and gives the appearance of being quite solid.
| left with the inpression that an earthen floor was not quite as bad as | first
i magi ned.

Most tools were made of wood or iron
The entrance to the nuseumis found behind a | arge palace to sone | and Barron
now of fices. This is another place where directions for tourists would be

hel pful. At the Skanzen entrance is a life-size carving of a Babka and Det ko
(Grandma and Grandpa), sitting on a bench, in their traditional dress. |'d |ove
to take a miniature version hone! The open-air nmuseumin Hunenné was opened

to the public in 1983.

Fromthe web site, the followi ng description was taken

"Exterior: Exposition of folk architecture presents 15 objects from Upper
Zenplin on an area of 2 hectares. The npbst inportant is tinber St. M chae
Archangel's church from Nova Sedlice that was built in 1754. The church has a
tower, two copul as and two-stepped roof. The exposition displays tinber

dwel lings, a smthy with equipnent, cellars, granaries and a wei gh beam wel |
Interior: There is a Baroque 18th - century altar and a nulti-storied

i conostasis richly decorated in the church. "

Source: http://ww. cul ture.gov.sk/ UVOD/ WIS/ i nterfol k. htn

City of Kosice

Qur primary purpose in Kosice was to visit nmore relatives and friends and see

t he cat hedral

The famly we resided with overnight lived on the 10th floor of a vast tract of
14 story communist-era flats (perhaps 40 towers). These flats were atypical of
those we have seen throughout Slovakia. Two bedroons, common room galley
kitchen with the added anmenity of an eat-in area to seat six, a WC and bat hr oom
VWhen company cones to visit, famly nmenbers (and sonme guests) nmay al so sl eep

wi th neighbors. The traditional welcome throughout the region was a kiss on
each cheek (with women), for nmen a handshake and a shot of vodka for all

Br eakf ast consists of traditional itens, including fresh bread, sausages,
cheese, peppers, cucunbers, tonmatoes, tea or coffee.

The transportati on system downtown woul d have been nost efficient, but it was
Sunday and there were no open offices to sell tramtickets, so we drove

downt own, which took about 15 minutes. After we parked, just south of the

pedestrian zone, we passed a Soviet war nenorial, listing countless soldiers who
peri shed nearby in World War 1l. Mst notable was the hamrer and sickle
prom nently on display and the Cyrillic text. | felt as if | was w tnessing

history and that in a few years, this nmenorial or at |east the hanmer and sickle
woul d di sappear. So | clicked away with the canera.

The Pedestrian Zone in old town was well done. It rem nded ne of very
successful pedestrian zones in Vienna and various towns in Germany. This is
apparently the result of a fornmer mayor who believed that a physically
attractive downtown would attract citizens and tourists. The result is one of
the nore tourist-capable areas. The cathedral was under external cleaning, but
still magnificent. The shops were quite attractive and their merchandi se was
somet hing for all



Skanzen at Bardej ovske Kupele at the Town of Bardejov

The purpose of our visit to this town was to see my grandfather's church,
renoved from Zboj and placed in a Skanzen here. Mich to ny disappointnent, al
but the topnost row of the icon screen had been renmpoved to the Saris Museumin
the nearby town of Bardejov. W did not have tinme to visit the museum so
bought the book instead. W did get to the Skanzen, the npbst inportant stop
Open-air Museum / Skanzen - Oiginal Zboj Church

| do not have a clear answer on the name of this church. It is either the
"Church of Three Hi erarchs" or "Church of Saint Mchael Archangel." Based on
maps | have seen of the region, | believe the name is the later. St. M chae

t he Archangel was very popul ar patron throughout the region. The church was
moved from Zboj to Bardej ovske Kupele in 1966-67.

Photo 2: Original Zboj Greek Catholic Church (presently at Bardej ov Skanzen),
Built 1706

Hi story: The construction of the nuseum was approved in 1961 and the facility
was opened to the public in 1965.

"A second church or cerkev is also devoted to St. Nicolas, and is fromthe
village of Zboj in the easternnost valley of northeastern Slovakia, on the
Ukr ai ne and Polish borders. This little church, also with, a very expressive
tower, belongs structurally to the Boyko type. It was built in Zboj in 1706, and
after 260 years was transferred to the Museumin Bardejov Spa. The whol e
structure is made of beans 52-58 by 12 centineters. The fundamental base of the
pil e-construction tower rests on a tinber choir above the entrance. All three
spaces in the church are joined together and are constructed of tinber. The nave
has several levels, and each | evel has a correspondi ng roof, which spreads and
graduates the material of the roof as well as of the whole structure. The

ori ginal Baroque iconostasis has been restored from damage during a theft in
1933. It is the only original Rococo iconostasis in conmplete formin Slovakia."
Source: http://ww. carpat ho-rusyn. org/ bard/

The icon information is here http://ww. uni po.sk/ | KONY/i kona2uk. ht m or
http://1enko. org/art/ bardejov/ikona2. htm . The church info can be found at
http://1enko.org/religion/perly/index.htn

Here is what Helena Tarkulic'ova had to say about this church, which she was a
lifelong attendee. "....The Liturgy was two hours in |length any everyone stood

for the entire service....The nmen were segregated to the upstairs
bal cony..... Al t hough the church was dark, many candles were lit.... It was very
hot, no air conditioning, but the people were used to it....Children always went

to the entire service and they were always wel | - behaved"

Advent ur es

Hi ki ng in the Carpathian Muntains - Krenenic

We spent one rainy weekday hiking to a Carpathian nountain peak called

Kremenic." This is the point where the political boundaries of Slovakia, Poland
and the Ukraine neet. It was a hike rmuch like many |'ve nade in the Wite
Mount ai ns of New Hanpshire. It is about 2,100 neters above sea level, which is

about 4,300 feet. This is conparable to the Wite Muntai ns of New Hanpshire or
t he Adi rondack Mountains of New York State.

The trail begins just north of Nova Sedlica. The locals begin the hike in the
village, but | suggested we travel further by auto, to the end of the maintained
road, about 1.5 KMfurther. It was a good choice.

It was absolutely beautiful. It was so still and quiet. In Anerica, it seens
that no matter where | have hi ked, including seem ngly renote woods of Mine and
Canada, civilization was never far away; | always at |east encountered high-
altitude aircraft. |In the Carpathians, there was none of that. Stillness, md-
day silence predonm nated. How gl orious.

The forests were nuch |ike those of the northeast. Softwoods: pine, fir

Har dwoods: beech, maple, birch, and oak. 1In the open areas, blueberries and



bl ackberries. The ground was a bit different. It was rich soil, yet the rocks
we trekked across easily crunbled.

Amazi ngly, though there were nosquitoes and common houseflies, they were quite
disinterested in us Hono sapiens. This is in contrast to vociferous biting
festivals encounters in northeast Anerican forests. It was a pleasure to walKk,
stop, and rel ax.

Qur hiking party consisted of natives in their 20's, who had nmuch nore, shall we
say, 'horsepower' than us 40's Anericans, used to sedentary |lifestyles. These
"kids' thought nothing of running up such slopes. Even when | was in ny hiking
prime, carrying heavy backpacks weekly, | never could have kept up with these
fol k. Even their father, who is in his 50's, was out in the woods picking
berri es and mushroons. Very inpressive. Shows the strength of their stock. |
kept going, although resting many nore tinmes than they did. | said to myself,
"If my ancestors could do this, | could do it."

We passed an old railroad bed through these nountains, which brought wood from
t hese nountains. As mentioned el sewhere, this railroad took the forest |unber
to the Ukraine, via Nova Sedlica, Zboj and Uic until 1944,

It was nmentioned that as a young girl nore than 65 years ago, our conpanion's
grandnot her planted tree seedlings which now tower nore than 60 feet in height.
We passed t hrough many groves of these trees.

| couldn't help but wonder about the nuclear fallout fromthe Chernobyl nuclear

power plant in the Ukraine. | had studied a recent map showi ng that the affects
of this accident were found well into this area. | was relieved that | did not
find and two-headed frogs or the like. | also noted that the citizens stil
seenmed to be living full lives and not dying of cancers or befallen by
mysterious illnesses. Wat a tragedy.

When we got to the top, it was pouring rain. It took us about 50% | onger than
the stated tinmes (hiking signposts show tinmes, not distances). It continued to
pour rain. W took some quick pictures and it was back down before it becane
dark. | had no regrets, but | did have quite a few blisters and hobbl ed around

with sore muscles for two days afterwards.

Dukl a Pass (north of Svidnik)

In late 1944, the Russian Arnmy continued its westward of fensive into German
occupied territory of Slovakia. It crossed into Czechoslovakia fromthe west
from Ukrai ne and fromthe north from Pol and, across the Carpathians. At the
Dukl a mountain pass (at the Polish border, near Svidnik, Slovakia), a
particularly |ong and bl oody battle occurred. Hitler positioned his crack SS
troops to defend the land in Czechosl ovakia. The Russians attacked and in a
battle lasting al nost two nonths, 85,000 Russian and several thousand

Czechosl ovaki an troops perished.

After the war, the Soviets erected a massive nenorial tower just south of the
border in Slovakia. See Appendix Ill for details. It contains the nanes of
several hundred Russian officers. W stopped and phot ographed this area.
Further down the road is a much smaller German Cenetery. We did not stop here.
Littered throughout the fields for several mles south of the border are
abandoned pl anes, artillery and tanks, all of which we photographed. At one
point, a road diverges northwestward towards the village of Kapisova. This area
is referred to by the local signage as the "Valley of Death." At this
intersection is a nmonunment of two tanks, one German, one Soviet. The Sovi et
tank has been positioned such that it appears to be crushi ng downward the German
tank. It is the only mlitary equi pnent that has a formal nenorial placard.
Throughout the region, |live ammunition, shells and | andmi nes continue to be
found. Unfortunately, there continues to be annual reports of a couple of cows
being killed or a farner losing his legs in the field. It was as if the war
ended and everyone | eft, just abandoning the carnage. | can imgine that the
area was too renote to be concerned with and the | ocals were too poor, worrying
about how to survive to be concerned with "cleaning things up.” | did notice



that in many farnyards, old military trucks could be found, used for a variety
of farm purposes. O all the mlitary hardware we inspected, all the doors and
panel s had been wel ded shut, guns di sabled and sonme equi pnent had been pl aced on
concrete bl ocks.

In alarge, rolling farmer's field at Kapi sova we noticed an abandoned tank
sitting, rusting. Standing next to the tank was a cow grazing, oblivious to
what had gone on before it. It seemed so innocent, tragically hunorous and yet
very sad. Al of these lost lives had sonmeone's nother grieving. W were told
that further down the road we could find gun enpl acenents, trenches and
foxholes. But it rained harder at this point, so we turned back

For fun, consider http://ww.pyrotechnics.sk/ where for a few bucks, you too can
participate in "adventure tourism" while equipped with a metal detector hunting
for "treasures" that you can take honme (as long as they are not expl osive).

Sout hwest Sl ovaki a

We drove from Kosice back to Bratislava, through the Southwest of Slovakia. It
was a beeline trip; on local roads (very few controll ed-access highways in

Sl ovakia). The country was domi nated by |arge agricultural acres of crops,
wheat, oats, and sunflower. Thousands of acres of agro-business. Looks Iike
a different land, very unlike the east of Slovakia. You'd think you are in a
different country. Mich nore Hungarian influence, especially in regard to the
hone desi gn.

Event s
World War |1 & Afterwards
I amonly beginning to piece together how the events of World War |l and

i medi ately thereafter affected this region. Here is a chronology of events, as
| understand them

Chr onol ogy

* Before 1918 - Part of the Kingdom of Hungary

* 1918 - Creation of Czechosl ovakia, Hungary refornmulated into a much smaller
territory. GOstensibly a "Denmpcracy"” during this period.

* 1938 - Invasion of Czechosl ovakia by Nazi Germany. Hungary also participated
in this invasion and occupi ed southern territory and parts of western Ukraine,
whi ch bordered today's Slovakia (known then as Rutheni a)

* 1938 Nov 2 - Vienna award - gave Hungary nuch of the territory it desired:
"Sout hern Sl ovaki a

* (Like Kosice, etc.) And southern parts of Subcarpathian Rus' (land near and
i ncl udi ng Uzhgorod, Mikachevo, etc.)" (Credit to Larry Krupnak)

* 1939, March - Dissolution of Czechosl ovakia; Czech | ands assunmed into "Greater
Germany." The puppet governnent of "Slovakia” was allowed to formulate.

* 1939, March 23 - Hungary invades and annexes | and east of Snina (Including
Uic', Zboj and Nova Sedlica) and all of the Carpatho-Ukraine, as the Gernmans
then called Ruthenia. Qur villages were to remain in Hungarian control unti
the end of the war.

* 1945 - End of World War |1, refornulation of Czechosl ovakia into the borders
it held previously.

* 1947 - Communi st closure of all churches except Orthodox

* 1950 - Conmmuni st col l ectivization of property

The Day They Came for the Jews

Hel ena Tarkulic'ova recalls the dreadful time in the fall of 1939 when the
Hungari ans cane for the Jews of the Zboj. [Ed. Note: during this era, these
villages were controlled by Hungary under agreement with Nazi Gernany] She
recalls that they were all nmerchants, groceries and etcetera. There were 9
famlies: Vel kus, Freuim ~, Sender, Jankel, Srulo, Verko, Lipko, Benci and
Stouba. She watched as they were taken away. They were good peopl e, many her
friends. One family lived next door [Ed. Note: while she lived at Ilyko's
house], and had three children. N ce people. They were only allowed to take



their luggage with them and not told where they were going. The villagers of
Zboj were only told that they were bei ng segregated.

After the people departed, the Hungarian officials collected the Jews'

bel ongi ngs and sold them and their property to the villagers. Apparently there
had been a brief burst of looting by the villagers, but Hel ena knows not hi ng
nore about it.

In Uic'ske' Krive one Jewi sh womman who survived the Hol ocaust by hiding remains
alive today. Helena believes that others ran away and hid, but does not know of
t heir success.

Hel ena worked for many years at the Zboj primary school as a cleaner. About 20
years ago, all the staff was invited on a trip to Gsweicm Poland (Auschwitz).
It was here that Helena saw first hand what happened to her friends.

Fighting I n Zboj

As the Russian offensive passed through the region, there was fighting in the
villages. Many hones were burned, including that of Ilyko Tarkulic', where

sol diers had at one tinme slept. After the home had burned down, they shared
living in a house with 3 famlies, 10 people in 1 room The residents all fled
to the woods.

Afterwards, nmany Russian bodi es were discovered in the wood. A local man stole
their shoes. Many mnes were in the fields and woods. As late as this sumrer,
an artillery shell was found in the stream adj acent to Babka's. The police were
called and the shell renmoved. The fighting concluded in the village by 4 August
1944.

Conscription into the Hungarian Arny

My father's first cousin, Mchal Tarkulic' was drafted into the Hungarian Arny
around 1939 or 1940. He spent three years serving on the Russian front. He
served in the artillery/antiaircraft division and was al so a cook. He was
married while on | eave. Near the war's end, he was captured by the Russians and
spent 10 nmonths in a work canmp in Yugoslavia after the war.

Peopl e and Cul ture

General Conments

Keep also in mnd that these fol ks were sinple nmountain people. They cared not
for politics or governnent, but preferred to work their land. They were strong
and hardy people who wal ked everywhere (aninmals were too valuable in the farns
to be used for riding). It was nothing for these folks to walk 10 or 20 mle

or run to the top of the Carpathians (I witnessed this first-hand and | was
unabl e to keep up with them

This is a hard working | ot of people. Mst folk arise by 5:00 am Factory

wor kers typically begin their work at 5:00 amwhile office workers begin by 7:00
am Factory and office workers usually are done by about 3:00. M/ one host was
able to put in a half day of work and be home by 10:00 AM Even those w t hout
jobs are up working in their gardens by 5:00 am Their gardens are afforded
much tender |oving care as they provide nuch of what they eat throughout the
year.

By many standards, the Carpathians are quite snmall in stature. They are
conparable in beauty to the Vernmont Green Mountains, but are taller, typically
in the 4,000-foot range.

Each village was like its owm little country - one could be very different from
the next; custonms, traditions, religion. Therefore, nmoving to another village
was a very brave, yet scary proposition. So while migration may be physically
possible, there are cultural barriers to consider also.

The area is absolutely beautiful. Muntains tower to the north. It's isolated,
t hough not difficult to reach. The village popul ati ons continue to decline as
the young nove to the city for work and a better standard of living. The area
is poor, by Anerican standards. Some hones are deserted, but the only crines
one sees are thefts nade by Ronma. However, the people seem happy, and work
hard. Many are farmers, some work in the old soviet-era |unbering businesses.



The train goes as far east as Stakcin. Many people in their 80's and they wal k
ever ywhere.

Meeti ng Anericans

Many of the folks | nmet, particularly in the countryside, had never had the
opportunity to nmeet an American. (As an aside, even many folk who live in
Brati sl ava have never been to the airport - what reason?). So | began by asking
them what they would like to know about Anericans. Their first, and nost
startling of questions was: "Is it true that nost Americans have their own

per sonal psychol ogi st ?" Www  After a couple of questions like that, | felt
the need to put ny Anerican Anbassador hat on and explain a few things about
life in America. | began by expl aining that although some people nost certainly
do have psychol ogi sts, the majority does not.

It appears that nuch of this distorted thinking is the result of two dynam cs:
a) prior Communi st-era propaganda about evil Anerica and b) the recent influx of
subtitled Anmerican TV shows, npbst especially situation-conedies ("Sit-Conl).

So | then continued the discussion to talk about Anmerican sit-coms. It seens
that until 1989, the only TV shows avail able were on three channels, and they
all originated from Russia. After the velvet revolutions, the airwaves sonehow
just broke free. They now view sit-cons fromthe 1950's right through to the
present -day broadcasts. They have no context to put it in. So again, | spent
ti me expl aining that although SOVE people are indeed as the shows portray, nost
are not.

Before | departed, | asked, "So, am| like the person you expected ne to be?"
They replied, "I was surprised that you are so nice." | was w se enough to ask
themto clarify. They thought |I would be a "I oud nmouthed, arrogant, boisterous,
pushy Anerican." They nust see a |lot of that on American sitcons (I can't vouch
for this, as | haven't watched these shows in over 30 years!).

On anot her occasion, | had to take out an old map that sone fam |y had of the
United States and show them exactly where | lived (may | remind you, | was only
poi nting out major cities such as New York and Boston. Miuch to nmy surprise
their communist-era map was quite accurate. | was also surprised to see how

much the young knew about Anerican history.

Food & Cooki ng

Here is a quick rundown on the cooking. Everyt hi ng was al ways homemade.
1. Lunch or dinner always starts with soup. Christmas soup, Pirogues
(sauerkraut, cheese or potato), chicken soup, vegetable soup

2. For breakfast there was always bread, vegetables: tomatoes, cucunbers,
peppers, potatoes, cheese and sausages.

3. In Eastern Slovakia, hunting for Stag (deer) is conmon.

4. Picking berries and nushroons.

5. Homenmade wi ne and brandy.

A Weddi ng

While we were there, a knock came on the door, froma friend in town. She was
inviting the fanmily to their daughter's wedding. A wedding is a very inportant
event in the village and invitations are presented personally.

We al so had the opportunity to review a videotape of one of the cousin's Rusyn
wedding in Uic'. Although | was not there, | sat with the participants and
asked many clarifying questions. 1'Il attenpt to describe it to you.

Firstly, all guests prepare the food and decoration. Then, at the time of the
weddi ng, everyone neets at the bride's honme, and then walks to the church. The
weddi ng was held in the Orthodox Church. Fromthere, the party proceeds to a

| ocal public hall for the reception. There nust have been at |east 12 weddi ng
cakes (they do not | ook |ike Anerican weddi ng cakes). The dancing and partying
goes on through the night and well into the next day. A longstanding tradition
is for sone of the guests to "steal" the bride away and the groomto cone

| ooking for her. Since the village was so small, hiding places were few, they



took her to the local "bar," hung out for a while, having a few drinks. The
groom knew just where to | ook for her when it was time, since the choices were
few.

The weddi ng nmusi c was provided by a |ocal Rusyn band, which played all night.

It was a group of about five mnusicians.

Sonetime the next day, the Roma snuck into the hall and stole away one of the
cakes. The bride did seemto be particularly upset by this; perhaps they

al ready had their fill of cakes!

Language

Rusyn is the predom nant | anguage spoken in the village. During Conmuni st

ti mes, Russian was also required in the schools. Nowadays, English or Slovak is
taught. Therefore, it's fair to say that nost people under 30 years of age know
some English, while those over 30 likely do not.

One of my cousins married a man from western Sl ovakia, who spoke Slovak. Wen
he first canme to the village, he could not understand Rusyn. Now with tine, he
understands the | anguage. This denonstrates how profound the |anguage issues
are, even within a small country such as Sl ovaki a.

Bat h, Shower, Wash, Kitchen

When the Soviets built housing, the word "utilitarian" comes to nind

Everything is based upon mnimal functionality at miniml cost. A uniquely
Soviet contraption is the bathtub/sink conbination, where the sink is sonehow

attached to the tub and shares its plunmbing. It's a space saver for sure. Oh,
and no standup showers. A sinple showerhead on a flexible pipe will suffice.
One practical arrangenent is that of the Water Closet, or "WC." It's

essentially the outhouse brought inside. Just the toilet, inits ow snmll

room Actually a very practical arrangenent, allowing the facilities to be
better shared.

Refrigerators are snmall, usually no nore than about 4 feet in height. A
separate freezer, about 3 feet high is sonetinmes found. No di shwashers or

cl ot hes washi ng machi nes, although Janette and Dani el had just taken the splurge
and purchased an apartnent-sized di shwasher and a 6" tall refrigerator for their
flat in Bratislava.

In flats in the country, the boiler is wod fired. It is the responsibility of
the tenants to provide wood and ensure it is stoked.

Teens on the Streets

We arrived honme one evening in Uic' after a particularly long travel day. It
was about 9:00 pmand | was shocked to see dozens of teenagers mlling about the
unlit streets. In America, this would surely be cause for concern and may
warrant the driver to seek an alternate route hone. |In these villages, these
are good kids who plainly have nothing to do. M cousins told me of their teen
years spendi ng hours wal ki ng about the streets at night, doing nothing nore than
wal king. No nmalicious behavior to be found here.

Meeting a Communi st Party Menber

Well, it had to happen. | net ny one and only "Red Head," an individual who had
j oi ned the Conmuni st Party just prior to 1989. |Interestingly, his flat was one
of the better decorated, with a recent renovation to match. | was unsurprised
to learn that he was the biggest conpl ai ner of everyone we nmet; He indicated
that things were better under Communism To a noderate extent, | nust agree
with him The transition to free-market econony is very difficult for the
average citizen.

Vacationing in Bosnia

I was surprised to neet another man who had just returned froma two-week
vacation in Bosnia, on the Adriatic Sea. Recall that Slovakia is a | and-|ocked
country and there are not nmany choices for a vacation by the shore. He reni nded
me that the fighting ceased five years ago and that you just had to | ook past
the carnage as you traveled on your way to the Sea. Everything is relative.
Roma



A small Roma (gypsy) "ghetto" exists at the base of the Uic' church. It is
said that at one of ny cousin's wedding two years ago, a Roma snuck into the
reception and stole one of the several wedding cakes. It was ny observation
that most of the Roma behavior involved only petty crinmes such as petty theft
and squatting.

The majority of the citizens dislike the Roma (gypsies). They mgrated fromthe
country of India about 700 years ago and have wandered throughout the whol e of
Europe since that time. Roma are of their own race and nmaintain their own

uni que | anguage and cust ons. They are largely perceived as societal |eeches.
They do in fact irritate the citizens by stealing from gardens, then standing
roadsi de offering these goods for sale. W observed Roma throughout the whol e
of Sl ovaki a.

Romani an Ref ugees

While |ife in eastern Slovakia my seem poor by western standards, it is nothing
conpared with nei ghboring Ukraine and Romania. As we were driving in the
Humenne area, we cane upon a truck with a canvas covering over its back. |

noti ced several sets of fingers gripping the sides as the canvas fl apped. After
a mnute or two following them a breeze flapped the canvas back momentarily to
reveal many nearly toothless faces staring at us. Qur hosts informed us that

t hese were Romani an refugees. Apparently they are snuggled by the driver,
typically onwards to Poland. Seens greener grass is always relative to where
you cone from

In a separate conversation, | was told by a friend who grew up in Poland that it
was quite common, even during the Comruni st regine for these people to flee.
Starvation is a great notivator.

Drivers

CGenerally speaking, the nmajority of Slovak Republic drivers were extrenely poor
in skill and judgnent. It is as if there is little regard for human life, be it
their own, their passengers or others on the road. It makes Boston drivers and
those in other European nations look like the infirm | knowit's risky to make
such generalizations, as |I'msure a percentage of drivers are good. | don't

know if it's because they feel they don't have nmuch to lose, that their life is
not worth much, or perhaps driving an auto is such a novelty or what.

Educati on and Bri bery

It has been witten, especially in ww.slovakspectator.comthat it is
comonpl ace to provide bribe nmonies to obtain various goods and services.

VWhile | was there, numerous citizens did conplain that it is still necessary to
provi de nonetary bribes in order to facilitate adm ssion into even the nost
prestigi ous of Slovakia's universities.

Skoda Aut o

Si nce Vol kswagen purchased the Czech automaker (and former WA2 nunitions
supplier) SKODA, it's safe to say, "This isn't your father's Skoda!" The car
that used to be small, shaky, and unreliable has been transfornmed into the inage
of a present-day VW It has a radio (AMand FM inmgine that!), 5-speed nmanual
transm ssion and conmes in two nodels. W rented the |arger of the two nodel s,
the Cctavia. It is quite simlar to the larger VW in that it seats 3 people
confortably yet tightly in back, with roomfor |uggage. Alas, w ndows are
manual and don't look for air conditioning. Surprisingly, the car did cone with
an al arm (probably due to the high theft rate of new autos).

By the way, the purchase of a new autonmobile is out of the financial real mof
nost individuals. Mst who can purchase a used auto and then keep it for 10 or
20 years, doing whatever repairs they need thensel ves.

See Appendix Il for sone Skoda hunor.

Ceram cs and Fol k Art

The village of Mddra is well known throughout the region for its traditiona

Sl ovak and Czech ceramics. The work is beautiful. | brought back a few pieces,



which is quite inexpensive by Wstern standards. These pieces are traditiona
to the west:

VWil e these pieces are traditional to the east:

If you' re interested in seeing nore or purchasing sonme, here is the web site of
an Anerican inporter: http://ww.storksnestinports.com These prices are severa
ti mes what you would pay for themin Slovakia, but still won't break the bank
The Insurgence of Western Culture

| remain stunned at how quickly western culture has perneated the area,
especially in the west of Slovakia and especially in the cities. W saw it
everywhere we went. Coca-cola billboards, Sony electronics, cell phones.

Tel evision is now dom nated by sub-titled western sit-cons. They receive the
BBC and CNN (It was only in 1987 when the Soviets finally stopped jamr ng

western radio and television signals) "Wo Wants to be a MIlionaire" is
of fered now in dozens of different |anguages, one for each country. | I|istened
to the radio at night and heard everything from Mari ah Carey to M chael Jackson
to the Beatles (English, of course). Interesting, it was weaved in with

traditional nusic.

Hai rstyl es

Finally, what in the world is with this RED color? M ddl e-aged (and ol der)
worren, cut their hair relatively short, and then dye it red - the Lucille Bal
color red. | saw this everywhere

Concl usi on

By definition, genealogists live in the past that is how this whol e adventure
began. While that is not bad, we miss out on an entire living, vibrant
lifestyle that is directly related to our past.

Uic', Zboj and Nova Sedlica are living conrunities that face an uncertain
future. The traditions are strong and deeply rooted. | fear that many of the
Rusyn villages will disappear within the next 50 years. | have no crystal bal
to anticipate how life will change in these villages over tinme. Populations are
decl i ni ng and abandoned hones can be found throughout the region. Everyone was
surprised to find the first pension for tourists built recently in Nova Sedlica.
This may be a harbinger of things to cone. Maybe the villages will begin to
recogni ze i ncone through tourisn?

The country's future is its youth. The Slovak Republic Governnent believes that
finally as an independent state, it nmust learn to cooperate with the west in
order to succeed. To do this, they must at least learn how to deal with the
west. Language is the major barrier remaining to this end. As the youth learn

the western | anguages, opportunities will unfold for thenselves and their

nati on. Econom c investnment and entrepreneurship are also critically needed.
Real i stically, these inprovenents will take generations to acconplish, but nust
begi n now.

In many ways, Slovakia living is conparable to western life. Smaller, nore
distant villages in Anmerica are equally faced with | ess earning power, |ess
sophi sticated jobs, restricted opportunity. Perhaps it will remain this way.
They are speci al people, many of who continue to live a |ife unadulterated by
Socialism Magyarismor Capitalism In some ways | felt like | had been beaned
back 90 years, with the only difference being bus service and electrification
Funny, how even with these services, many of these folk continue to perform
their tasks with traditional nethods. The Rusyn country folk we nmet are hard
workers, with little tinme for recreation or play.

I f and when you do go (and | hope you will), be cautioned not to try and inpose
west ern/ Ameri can val ues on these wonderful folk. You are well advised to listen
nore than you speak. What may seem|ike a hardship to us - lack or air
conditioning or an autonobile or |arge, spacious rooms, is no big deal to them



If they were to come to Anerica, nost woul d be shocked by the speed of |ife and
consunpti on and waste of goods.

I conmend them one and all. They have survived countless rulers and atrocities.
They have |lived a poor life throughout all of time. Yet they are a happy lot.
They val ue the |and as nuch as ny grandparents did - it feeds them shelters

them and provides a livelihood for them Their respect for the |l and rem nds ne
of the Native American Indian's respect - that they nmust share the land with the
rest of nature and that it nmust be respected.

This was a trip of alifetine. | was inmersed in the Rusyn culture, enbraced by
its people and ny relatives and left with the feeling of being connected, which
will remain with me my lifetinme. | was asked countless tinmes when | would again
return and all | could say was "soon." | will miss themall dearly. 1t was

only two weeks, yet it felt as if | was born there, nmoving on after | grew up
It's interesting and exciting to study geneal ogy and the connection to Europe.
But once we find this connection and make this contact, the world has changed
for us. We're not dealing with old church records or dusty passenger |ists any
nore. This is real living. As it was once said "Life is not a rehearsal." It
is our privilege to help Slovakia and its people and our fanilies. W have so
much in America and we have nmuch we can share

Recal | that our ancestors traveled to this country to create a better life for

t hemsel ves and their descendants, which includes me. Well, ny grandparents
acconplished that. As descendents of immgrants, we all have acknow edged our
i ndebt edness to them Now its payback time. They are our famly, past and

present. Let's reach out.

Cl osi ng Thoughts

So now |I've cone full circle. Peter and Maria Tarkulic' |eft Zboj and Nova
Sedlica 92 years ago. Tinmes were entirely different. Starvation was ranpant;
The Austria-Hungary Enpire was shaking and beginning to crunble. They worked
hard in America during the 1910's and 1920's to nmake a new life. Just when they
were "making it" in Anerica, and could afford the return fare, the doors slanmmed
shut in 1939, not to open again in their lifetimes. The letters fromthe

hormel and just ceased. M heart cries for themevery tinme | think about never
seei ng your nother, father, sister, brothers, cousins, aunts or uncles ever

agai n.

So we returned on their behalf. W searched for their famly. W gazed at the
hundreds of unmarked graves in the ceneteries. W knew they were here
somewhere. We touched the soil and the church that were nost precious things to
them We said a prayer for them

Then somet hi ng amazi ng happened. We found their living famlies. W are now
entering a whol e new phase of relationships. W have noved fromtraci ng paper
pat hs and gravestones to devel oping relationships with |living, breathing

rel atives.

My wi sh for you is that you find your relatives too. It wasn't easy for nme and
it probably won't be easy for you. |It's a lot of difficult work, with many dead
ends. Persevere. Good things in life don't cone easily. And if you don't

find living relatives, make the connection with the village and villagers
anyways. You will find a sense of attachnment that is indescribable.
You owe it to yourself to come full circle.

Not es

1. Bratislava Od Town Archeol ogical Dig - Slovak Spectator Article from August,
2001

2. http://wal rus.webzdarma. cz/gal eriel. htm

3. Slovakia Energy Sources http://ww.fe.doe.gov/international/slvkover. htn



4. Starina Reservoir info

http://ww. irn.org/prograns/review subm ssions/sub_sl ovakDestruction. htm and
http://ww.tccweb. org/starina. htm

5. Loggi ng Railways, discontinued. See

http://zel ezni ce. host. sk/ arp/ sl ovaki a/ hi story/ h546. ht m

http://zel ezni ce. host. sk/ arp/ sl ovaki a/ hi story/ hi st zsr 3. ht m#539
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Appendi x | - Kol basov Jewi sh Menoria

There is a never-ending war of words in this region of the world over "who did
what to whont'. Rather than offer my uninformed opinion, I will present herein
two opposi ng points of view

Cl TATI ON

Ref er ence:

PRAGUE (JTA) -- Jewi sh | eaders unveiled a plaque recently in the Slovak town of

Kol basov in remenbrance of 11 Jewi sh citizens who were killed there by Ukrainian
nati onalists in December 1945.

Speaki ng at an unveiling, Pavol Traubner, the honorary chairmn of the Centra
Associ ation of Slovak Jewi sh Comunities, said Kol basov was only one of many

Eur opean towns with Jewi sh martyrs.

Condemmi ng anti-Semtismand other fornms of racism he warned that other
religious groups could be persecuted in the future the way Jews were in the
past .

The Ukrai ni ans who nmurdered the 11 Slovak Jews during World War ||l had been part
of a nationalist unit known as the Banderites.

Novenber 22, 1996

Source: http://ww.jew shsf.conl bk961122/i worl d. ht m

ClI TATI ON |

This was excerpted froman e-mail received by the author shortly after the
initial publication of this docunent.

From O ga Kacznar

Sent: Friday, August 24, 2001 6:23 PM

To: bill @absi.com

Subject: Killing of the Jews by Banderists

I wanted to comment al so on the Banderists and the Russi ans.

Many Russians and German soldiers killed many Jews and blaned it on the

"bandi ts" Banderists who were hiding in the woods. The Banderists, of course,
were not able to defend these accusations. | amvery leary of believing that
the Banderists killed the Jews in your story even though they got credit for it,
since their history was not told--only the victor tells the history and that was
Russia. So, Russian soldiers often blaned others for their atrocities as did
the Nazis.



The reason | am skeptical is that the Banderists didn't have a real reason to
kill the Jews, they had lived side by side (since Jews weren't allowed to |ive
anywhere in Russia except the Pale of Settlenment in Ukraine) and bickered with
each other for ages. The Banderists /UPA were formed after Hitler did not give
Ukrai ne the freedomit had promised the nen if they would fight on Hitler's
side. The Banderists then fought Hitler and Stalin equally. Maybe they were
killed in the food gathering process. Wo knows. | could ask ny friend in

Pol and who was drafted by all three sides if he remenbers the UPA sl aughtering
Jews.

Anyway, | would | eave that out. The Jews weren't the only ones slaughtered, as
my report shows that nmore Ukrainians were killed by Stalin and Hilter than were
Jews and in the US all we ever hear about is the killing of the Jews. It nakes
me ill that the slaughter of Ukrainians is not acknow edged and here you wite
that Ukrainians were killing the Jews too. Mre Ukrainians hid

the Jews fromHitler at their own peril

It's the same with the Polish: the Polish slaughtered so many Ukrai ni ans/ Rusyns
but all you ever hear about is Black Sunday when a Churchful of parisheners were
| ocked in and set on fire. The Polish did this to many Greek Catholic churches
because they thensel ves were Roman catholic and Greek Catholic was astrocized
This led to Black Sunday but why isn't any of this published. Wy is there a
statue comenorating the death of Polish soldiers sent in to evacuate the Rusyns
in Operation Vistula and nothing said about the thousands (?) nurdered or who
died in the transit through starvati on and hypot herm a?

That's why |'m skeptical about anything that is officially witten about the
Banderi st s.

Appendi x Il - Skoda Hunor

LOALY SKODA REBORN AFTER THE END OF COVMUNI SM

Publ i shed on 03/24/2001. Article 2 of 2 found.

SOURCE: By Brian Whitnore, G obe Correspondent M.ADA BOLESLAV, Czech Republic -
The reason a Skoda canme equi pped with a rear-w ndow defroster, according to the
ol d joke about Czechosl ovakia's communi st-era clunker, was so drivers could keep
their hands warm whil e pushing it.

Such qui ps were once comonpl ace. And while some still like to crack Skoda jokes
for old-tine's sake, few people are |aughing anynore. These days, Skoda hunor
falls pretty flat.

* Wy do Skodas have a rear wash wipe ?2........ To renmove the flies that crash
into them
* How do you double the value of a Skoda ? Fill the tank

* What do you call a Skoda full of food? A Lada! [Ed. Note: Lada is a Russian
made aut o]

* \What do you call a Skoda with a | adder on the roof? A wheel barrow

* What do you call a Skoda driver who say's he has a speeding ticket???? A

Dr eamer .

* Why do Skoda have a heated rear w ndow? To keep your hands warm while you
push it.

Appendix II1l - Battle for Dukla Pass

[Ed. Note: This was written in pure Conmuni st propaganda style.]

" CZECHOSLOVAKI A



The Soviets first engaged the Nazi German troops in Czechosl ovaki a on Septenber
8, 1944. On Cctober 6 the Soviet Union's 38th Arny and the Czechi osl ovak Corps
sei zed control of the Dukla mountain pass. Fighting went on from Septenber 1944,
to May 1945, between Soviet units, the 1st Czechosl ovak Corps and Sl ovak, Czech
and Soviet guerrilla forces, on the one hand, and Nazi German troops, on the
other. It culmnated in a Czech uprising agai nst the Nazi invaders. Soviet tanks
storned the barricaded capital of Czechia, Prague. The Czechs and Sl ovaks have,
since then, been celebrating May 9 as a national holiday. As many as 144, 000
Sovi et troops gave their lives for the liberation of the Czechs and Sl ovaks.

The grateful nmenory of the Czecha and Sl ovaks retains scenes of those days.
Monuments to Soviet infantrynmen and airmen, nmenbers of tank crews and sailors
line the roads all over Czechia and Sl ovaki a.

The Sl ovak nother hugs the Soviet soldier who saved her fron slavery, at the
Dukl a pass. The nonument was unveiled in 1960. It was nmade by scul ptor
Trizulyak, architect Svetlik and Slovak artists Snopek, Kosik, Kilikh, Bartf ai
and Pribish. "

Source: http://ww. vor.ru/ 55/ Monunment/ Mon_eng. ht m
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